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Council Matters 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

The recent public consultation Butty Day was well attended and notes from it are on the website. Thank you for your input. 

Please read the following extracts from mails between Gary Kirk (our Consultant) and Stephen Pointer (Harborough DC) 

From Stephen Pointer. 

Subject: RE: Development in Sub Selected Rural Villages  

Whilst the Core Strategy provides quite a restrictive approach to countryside development, the new Local Plan is exploring how we might 

allow for more development in settlements below Selected Rural Village status including Shearsby.  Option C2 specifically names Shearsby 

as a sub selected rural village which has potential opportunity for limited infill development and approval of new development based on re-

sponding to individual applications.  We have not decided on a preferred option yet but the “direction of travel” is moving to a more flexible 

policy than the existing Core Strategy would permit and there is a degree of political support for doing so. 

Notwithstanding the development of planning policy moving more  in favour of additional rural housing development, I need to emphasise that 

planning policy is only a starting point for development.   It does not dictate outcomes.   If, as has happened in recent years, the Council does 

not maintain five years supply of deliverable sites for housing, then relevant policies are considered out dated and the individual merits of the 

site and the need for more housing become leading considerations.   This is potentially what has happened in the past within Shearsby when 

applications for development have been permitted.   

 Without a Neighbourhood Plan to affirm the villages own stance on development, both in promoting acceptable sites – and equally saying 

where and why development would not be acceptable - proposals for development would be considered against the District wide plan criteria 

or alternatively permitted on an ad hoc / own merits basis if there is no proven five-year supply of housing land.  It may be argued that a 

Neighbourhood Plan which positively identifies limited sites for development and makes clear why development of other sites would be inap-

propriate, would be potentially more influential in decision making, even in the absence of a five year supply,  than a general District wide 

Plan policy. 

 A message that “not to do a neighbourhood plan” is the best way to control development is not therefore correct. 

 It would leave the settlement vulnerable to decision making taken at a District level and would deny the expression of a local development 

framework for the village.   It would add a valuable local policy layer which would have to be considered in deciding on planning applications 

whatever the circumstances.   I would strongly urge the Parish Council to continue with its excellent work. 

Stephen Pointer    MRTPI.    Strategic Planning and Housing Manager 

From Mr. Kirk. 

Thank you Stephen. This is helpful - especially the comment that 'planning policy is only a starting point for development - it does not dictate 

outcomes'. The previous correspondence between the District Council and villagers has stated 'no development would be permitted in the 

village at present' which has naturally been interpreted as very clearly dictating outcomes. 

Your confirmation that irrespective of the Core Strategy, without a Neighbourhood Plan, the lack of a five-year land supply could result in 

planning decisions being made on an 'ad hoc/own merits' basis will hopefully be sufficient to demonstrate to the local community the im-

portance of progressing the Neighbourhood Plan and identifying appropriate sites to provide the sustainable housing the community needs, 

whilst protecting other locally important sites from development. 

www.yourlocale.org.uk 

 

http://www.yourlocale.org.uk


Village Hall 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
 
Celebrate at Shearsby Village Hall on Saturday 19th March, 8pm till late. Featuring the Mee Ceilidh Band. Tickets cost £10 including a light 
supper. Bring your own booze. For tickets contact Ann 0116 247 8853 or Andy 07710 779 558. Proceeds to go to LOROS and to St. Mary 
Magdalene Church. 
 
PILATES 
  
Gemma runs the class from 3.15-4.15 on Tuesdays 
  
We are struggling to continue this as the numbers are dropping and costs are the same, if you would like to join us with this exercise class 
do come along. Cost £5 including hall hire. 
  
DANCE CLASSES 
  
Runs from 2.30-3.30 on Friday 
  
This is a gentle 'keep fit' class which Jean runs. We learn dance steps and have a laugh. 
At the moment we run on a grant so only pay £2 for hall hire but will need more people if we are to continue. 
Come and have a go! 
 
TEA BREAK 

Tuesday March 15th at 10.30 – 12.00 noon, also 19th April and 17th May. Pop along for a free cuppa and a biscuit, chat to other villagers, 

read the paper and just have a tea break! 

A DVD of how to use the defibrillator will be on view. 

AGM 

The Annual General meeting of the Shearsby Village Hall Charitable Trust is scheduled for Thursday April 28 at 7.30p.m, all are welcome.  

Shearsby Village Hall is the perfect venue for your event, party, meeting or class. It provides comfortable and flexible facilities 
and is equipped to the highest standards. 
It is used extensively by the village for community and private functions and is managed by the Shearsby Village Hall Charitable 
Trust.  
The management committee consists of Martin Littlejones (Chairman), Jill Stanley (Treasurer and bookings), Nora Burton, David 
Durran, Susan Swaine, Paul Chawner and Jon Gunnell. 
  
So, contact Jill Stanley on 247 8540 to enquire about hiring the Hall. 

Drainage Issues 

Update on HDC findings following completed camera survey. 

Mill Lane. From the gully outside Mill Cottage down into the village we believe that the system is now working, Opposite Mill 

Cottage trial holes will have to be carried out as there are outstanding issues within a different section of the storm main. 

Up hill from Mill Lane where the main issue with the water is present, it is believed that this might be a natural spring. 

We will look to install a section of perforated drainage pipe within the verge with a new gully which should resolve the issue of 

any water ingress within the carriageway. We will pipe this new section into the back of the gully outside Mill Cottage. Whilst 

these works are carried out we will be changing the arterial gully outside Mill Cottage to a standard square gully and a Catch 

Pit Manhole will also be installed which will prevent any build-up of silt within the system but also allow better access for fu-

ture jetting work. 

All the above is subject to change. 

Fenny Lane. This was originally reported to Severn Trent due to the proximity of their apparatus and was thought to be a wa-

ter leak. They have come back with a negative result for a leak. We will investigate when we have a gang available. This will 

entail the removal of the tarmac to expose what the underlying issue is. Then an informed decision on how to proceed will be 

made.         

Andy Hunt, Harborough District Council. 



St. Mary Magdalene Church 

Village fete Sunday 4th September 
 

Services for March are to be held on 6th at 9.30am (Mothering Sunday), 13th at 9.30am, and Easter Saturday 26th at 6pm. 

Please refer to the Hexagon for other local church services, especially over the Easter period. 

COFFEE MORNING  with breakfast baps on Saturday 14th May. 

The food bank collection point is in the Church porch. Thank you. 

We have quiz nights on 16th March, 20th April & 18th May. 
 
Skittles on 7th March, 4th April and 9th May. 
 
Live music on 18th March with BODGERS MATE. 
 
The 8TH ANNUAL BEER FESTIVAL is set for Thursday 30th June to Sunday 3rd July. There will be Live music on Friday and Saturday. 
 
10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION on Saturday 20th August, to include a hog roast and live music. 

Community Association 

Live on the Green will be held on Saturday 13th August. 
 

The mowers and strimmer’s evening will be on 21st March. 

Bridge 

Play bridge on Tuesdays, 7pm to 9pm at Elmsbrook in Fenny Lane. Any enquiries to Mavis Jeffery. 

DOG POO BINS 
  
Following the success of the Poo Bin at the end of Church Lane the Council looked into having purpose made Dog Poo Bins in 3 locations 
in the village. Harborough DC informed us they no longer take on new clients for emptying the bins and we cannot to date find anyone 
else providing the service. 
 
At the moment the Shearsby council is emptying the Church Lane bin fortnightly ( into their black bins) on a voluntary basis. 
We are going to try the same kind of thing on Mill Lane as this is an area many residents say is becoming a dog toilet. We will put a bin 
next to the grit bin and again empty it every fortnight.  
 
We were hoping that we could find a volunteer to help with emptying the bins so it is not always the responsibility of council members. 
(The poo bins are lined with black bin liners so easy to remove and put in your bin.) Please let us know if you can help. 

Shearsby History Group 

Recent reports to be “unearthed” include Romano-British pot sherds, prehistoric flints, a possible burial mound, medieval village earth-

works and much more.  

The history group meets on the last Monday of each month, costs £1 to cover room hire, and includes tea and biscuits. Please come 

along and join us. 



Contact Us 

If you wish to place an article on the next is-

sue of the SPC News please contact Martin 

Reynolds.  

10 Welford Road, Shearsby.  

(0116) 247 8717 

martinreynolds_5@msn.com 

Website 

www.shearsbyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
Keep up to date with news and events in the village.  

 
28,000 hits in 2015 

 

BT have brought Superfast Broadband to the village. Please contact BT or your internet provider to get connected. 

The Mobile Library visits on Tuesday 15th March, 19th April and 17th May. Please note the new times are 10.05 – 10.15am, stopping by the 

post box. 

Lutterworth Volunteer Centre (LVC) Community Transport 
 
For people who don’t have access to a car, transport from our villages is very difficult. LVC run a scheme where volunteer drivers using their 
own cars will collect people from their own house, and take them anywhere they would like to go.  
This could be a doctor’s appointment, hairdressers, shopping, a visit to hospital, or anywhere else they want or need to go. They will then 
take you back home again.  
Charges do apply but they are much cheaper than a taxi. Telephone 01455 555571. 

The next Council meeting will be on Thursday 19th May at 7.30pm in the village hall. Your support is always appreciated.  

Minutes and agendas for the Council meetings can be found on the website and the notice boards. 

SHEARSBY CONSERVATION AREA 
  
This is a reminder that as we live in a Conservation Area, of which we are all proud, it brings with it certain rules and regulations. 
If you are doing alterations to the outside of your home, however small, it is advisable to ring Harborough Planning Department to check 
whether you need planning permission. 
If you need to trim or remove trees or hedging again you need to check with the planning department (if you do need planning permission to 
prune or remove trees it is a free service). 
If you want to put up a garden shed or move an existing shed, again you need to ring Harborough to check whether you need permission.  
 
In most cases you probably will not need permission but if we are to preserve our Conservation Area we need to abide by the rules 
otherwise why do we consider the Conservation Area as so important to our village? 

GREEN BINS Please remember to opt-in to the new green bin waste collection before April to ensure your waste is collected. You can do 

so by ringing Harborough DC on 01858 82 82 82 and paying £40 by debit card. You will receive a sticker to identify your bin and the collec-

tions will be made fortnightly through to November.  

BLUE BINS  The caddy in the blue bin is not to be used for paper after 4 th April. Please put paper waste directly in the blue bin and 

keep the caddy.  

FLY-TIPPING There has been a recent instance of fly tipping on The Bank. To my recollection the last time someone fly -tipped in 

Mill Lane they were reported and were fined £1000. Maximum fine is £2500! Be warned, this is not an acceptable practice. 

http://www.shearsbyparishcouncil.gov.uk

