
Welcome to the winter edition of the Parish Clerks’ Highways newsletter. We will use this newsletter to provide 

you with updates on highways maintenance matters with reminders on how to report. 
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  From A roads to Zebras - highways consultation 

The council’s consultation to seek feedback on how we look after Leicestershire’s roads, pavements and verges 

in the future closed on 25 September. We received over 450 responses from members of the public and 

stakeholders, including parish councils. Thank you to all of the parish councils that provided feedback and helped 

promote the consultation. 

The roads in Leicestershire are amongst the best in the country and have been maintained to a high standard, 

connecting residents to employment, health, education and leisure opportunities. 

We currently spend £26 million pounds each year on looking after roads, pavements and verges, using council 

staff and some external contractors. By 2020 the expected budget will be around £16.5 million, meaning that 

services will need to be provided in a different way in the future. 

We are currently analysing all of the responses received and you will be able to find out the results of the 

consultation when they are reported back to the council’s ruling cabinet in due course. 

Council prepares for winter with summer salt deliveries and warden appeal 

The council accepted its first delivery of grit in August as it builds up salt levels to more than 18,000 tonnes. 

Around 45 per cent of the county’s roads are gritted when the weather turns, so the early delivery of grit allows 
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us to be prepared and stocked up for any sudden, unseasonal changes, as well as the more predictable colder 

months at the start of the year. 

We have 17 gritters which spread roughly 170 tonnes of the specially treated rock salt and molasses mix each 

night, covering around 1,200 miles of highway. Aside from the huge amount of grit, salt bins have been filled 

across the county so that residents can use them throughout the coming months. 

We will also have our usual snow wardens heading out to assist with clearing paths in local areas. However, we 

are looking for more people to join the scheme and help out.  

We are keen to expand participation in the snow warden scheme to ensure that footways with a high pedestrian 

use, including shopping centres and outside hospitals and schools, are dealt with effectively. 

During severe weather conditions, snow wardens will clear snow from pre-agreed areas of footway and provide 

information to Leicestershire County Council on the local situation. 

The county council will pay parish councils an agreed hourly rate for undertaking their duties, on submission of 

an invoice. All reasonable equipment for the role, including personal protective equipment and salt/grit will also 

be provided. A short training session is also provided. 

Any parish council wishing to participate this winter must register its interest by contacting the CSC on 0116 305 

0001 or via email: highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk. Those councils already participating in the scheme 

do not need to re-register, but should contact us if they have new staff that require training. 

To keep residents in your district updated throughout the gritting programme we will use our twitter feed 

@LeicsCountyHall and also provide frequent updates to the media. 

Information on gritting is also available on our website gritting page  

 

 
  LED street lighting update 

 

Over twenty thousand LED lights have now been installed as part of the council’s plans to upgrade the 

county’s street lighting. 

We are nearly six months into the £25 million project to install 68,000 new cost-cutting lights, and have 

already replaced around 30 per cent of them. 

The county-wide project has already benefitted streets in a large number of areas, including 

Shepshed, Loughborough, Coalville, Rothley, Syston, Thurmaston, Anstey and Birstall. 

Since our last update on the project in July, areas including Seagrave, Queniborough, Ratby, and East 

Goscote have also seen their streetlights replaced.  

The introduction of the new, greener lights will help to reduce the authority’s electricity bill, and will 

also lessen our carbon footprint. Lights in residential streets will be the first to be upgraded, with those 

on busier roads left until later in the programme.  

The new lights are controlled from a central management system, and the full implementation 

programme is scheduled to take up to three years. By the end of the installation the expected savings 

for the council are £2 million per year. 

http://www.twitter.com/leicscountyhall
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/gritting/gritting-in-the-county


 
 Grass cutting update 

 

Autumn is now upon us and the county’s grass cutting programme has just completed  its annual programme 

with mowers, strimmers and tractor teams having travelled across the county four times. The seven-month grass 

cutting season started in mid-March, with a team of 20 staff working from the council’s Mountsorrel and Croft 

depots. Urban routes, in towns and villages with 30 and 40mph areas, are cut up to six times a year and rural 

cuts, which are those outside the village boundaries, receiving two annual cuts.   

With 260,000m² of grass under the council’s responsibility, staff mow up to 15 miles to cut the equivalent of three 

football pitches a day.  

Despite the very wet and warm weather conditions this year, supervisors and operatives have worked hard and 

the programme was completed on scheduler. 

. Any complaints or requests about grass cutting should be directed these to Customer Services via email: 

highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk or phone: 0116 305 0001 

 

 
  Lubbesthorpe works begin 
 

 

The first phase of improvement work has begun at the B4114/Leicester Lane junction in support of the 

Lubbesthorpe development.  

Since Monday 19 September there have been lane closures on the B4114, with the closure of the left turn from 

the B4114 (city bound traffic) in to Leicester Lane. Traffic is currently being diverted via Everards roundabout to 

B4114 south to make the right turn into Leicester Lane.  

The new £3 million road junction is being built in Enderby to help people access thousands of new jobs at the 

Lubbesthorpe development. 

These works will lessen the traffic impact arising from the new development, and provide better access for the 

estimated 2,500 jobs there once fully occupied. 

The restrictions to traffic will remain in place for around 12 weeks, at which point work will be suspended until 

early January to avoid disruption during the Christmas period.  

The improvements will be carried out by Eurovia, and are part of a £3.25m award we have received from the 

Government’s Local Growth Fund.  

Residents who enquire about the road improvements can keep up-to-date by following the Area Traffic Control 
Twitter feed @ATCLeicester   
 
 
 

mailto:highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk
http://www.twitter.com/atcleicester


 
Blue badge misuse 

 
Blue Badges are issued to Leicestershire residents that need them most. If any residents in your parish are in 

possession of one that’s expired or is no longer needed, they need to hand the badge back to the council as 

soon as possible.  

When it comes to blue badges there are a number of points residents need to remember:  

 DO NOT use a badge that doesn’t belong to you  

 DO NOT use a badge that has been cancelled  

 DO NOT let anyone else use your badge  

 DO NOT make a copy of your badge  

 DO NOT use a badge that has expired or is no longer required  

 DO NOT amend the information on your badge  

If you or one of your residents think a Blue Badge is being misused, it can be reported by contacting 

Leicestershire County Council customer services via email at customerservices@leics.gov.uk or by calling 0116 

305 0001 

 

 

 

The festive season is fast approaching which means many district/parish councils want to install festive 

decorations on or above the highway.  

In order for decorations to be installed permission is needed from the highways authority. To apply for a licence 

for this season, please contact the customer contact centre on 0116 305 0001 and ask for a festive decorations 

application form. 

From January 2017 changes will be made to the application process for issuing licences of seasonal decorations 

such as hanging baskets and festive decorations. These changes will also apply to any proposed attachment to 

street lighting columns, including Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS), Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS), 

CCTV cameras, banners and signs.  

Further details about the changes will be provided to parish councils before the end of the calendar year. 

 
 

 
The next highway forums are: 
 

CHARNWOOD Charnwood Borough Council, Committee Room 1 10 January 2017 

Changes to decorations licence 

mailto:customerservices@leics.gov.uk


4.30pm 

BLABY Blaby District Council – Council Chamber 
17 January 2017 

4.30pm 

HINCKLEY & 

BOSWORTH 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council – De 

Montfort Suite 

26 January 2017 

4.30pm 

OADBY & 

WIGSTON 

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Council 

Chamber 

7 February 2017 

2.00pm 

NORTH WEST 

LEICS 

North West Leicestershire District Council, Council 

Chamber 

9 February 2017 

4.30pm 

MELTON Melton Borough Council, Council Chamber 2 
20 February 2017 

4.30pm 

HARBOROUGH Harborough District Council, Council Chamber 
28 February 2017 

4.30pm 

 

 

How to get in touch 

We would be pleased to hear your ideas for content of future newsletters. If you would like to make any 

suggestions, or have any questions relating to the stories in this edition please contact 

cscfloormanager@leics.gov.uk.  

Customer Service Centre 

 Phone: 0116 305 0001  

 Email: highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk 

 Website: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/highways  

 

Quick links: 

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel Follow us on Twitter @LeicsCountyHall   
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