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  Surface dressing 2017 

 

Between the months of April - August, preventative maintenance known as surface dressing will be carried out to 

help prolong carriageway life by up to seven years.  

Surface dressing provides the road with an additional protective layer, by sealing the surface with bitumen and 

stone chippings. The bitumen layer prevents water and air penetrating the tarmac underneath, while the stone 

chippings increase the texture of the road surface. It is up to 10 times more cost effective than conventional 

resurfacing, and therefore helps create and sustain a resilient highway network. 

This year more than a million square metres of roads across Leicestershire are planned to be treated. 

Throughout the 28 week period our workforce will be moving between districts as we switch between the 

different surface dressing types (e.g. different stone sizes) and treat the parts of the network identified for works.  

The table below shows which parishes / districts we expect to be surface dressed each month (though please 

note that this is subject to change due to weather conditions etc). 

April 

Hinckley & Bosworth- Witherley, Sheepy, Shackerstone, Earl 

Shilton 

North West Leicestershire- Lockington – Hemington, Castle 

Donington, Worthington, Coalville, Donington Le Heath, Ravenstone, 

Ellistown, Ashby Woulds, Hugglescote 

May 
Charnwood – Wysmeswold, Loughborough, Woodhouse 

Hinckley & Bosworth- Barwell, Hinckley, Burbage, Peckleton, 
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Desford, Bagworth, Ratby 

North West Leicestershire- Packington, Snarestone, Coalville 

Melton – Grimston, Broughton & Old Dalby 

June 

Harborough – Billesdon, Frisby, Goadby, Tugby & Keythorpe, 

Blaston, Great Eastern, Bringhurst, Drayton, Market Harborough, 

Kibworth Beauchamp, Lubenham, Foxton, Saddington, Husbands 

Bosworth, South Kilworth, Swinford, Frolesworth, Leire, Ashby Parva, 

Claybrooke Mangna, Gilmorton 

Hinckley & Bosworth – Newbold Verdon, Market Bosworth, Cadeby, 

Sutton Cheney, Higham on the Hill 

Melton – Ab Kettleby, Redmile, Croxton Kerrial, Scalford, Sproxton, 

Wymondham, Gaddesby, Knossington & Cold Overton, Burton & 

Dalby 

July 

Blaby District – Kirby Muxloe, Glenfield, Enderby, Braunstone, 

Thurlaston, Croft, Sapcote, Blaby, Glen Parva, Countesthorpe, 

Cosby, 

Oadby & Wigston – Oadby, Wigston 

August 

Harborough – Leire, Great Glen, Burton Overy, Billesdon, East 

Norton, Market Harborough 

Melton – Knossington & Cold Overton, Bottesford, Scalford, 

Clawson, Hose & Harby, Melton Mowbray, Grimston 

Charnwood – Burton on the Wolds, Sileby, Mountsorrel, Birstall, 

Thurcaston, Loughborough, Shepshed 

 

Residents and business will be notified prior to any work commencing. Some locations may require the use 

temporary traffic restrictions such as a road closures or no waiting at any time cones. All of our surface dressing 

sites will be appear on www.roadworks.org along with all other roadworks across the county.   

 

 
Update on LED street light installation 
 

 
Work continues to upgrade more than 68,000 street lights across Leicestershire to LEDs in order to make 
substantial savings in energy, carbon and maintenance costs. 
 
So far, more than 48,000 low and high level lights have been installed as part of a £25 million investment 
programme. This includes replacing existing street lights and removing unnecessary highway sign lighting. 
 
The council’s full street lighting installations are expected to be completed in March 2018. 
 

http://www.roadworks.org/


Once the programme is completed, the new lights are expected to save around £1.5 million per annum through 
a combination of reduced energy bills and lower maintenance costs, as the reliability of the LED bulbs is 
significantly better that traditional street lights. 
   
When to expect LED lighting in your area: 
 

May 
Twycross, Appleby Magna, Glen Parva, Great Bowden, Fleckney, Great 
Glen, Scraptoft 

June 
Houghton on the Hill, Braunstone and Lubbesthorpe, Enderby, 
Harborough, Castle Donington 

July 
Blaby, Kegworth, Huncote, Bottesford, Asfordby, Ab Kettleby 

August 

Countesthorpe, Long Whatton and Diseworth, Hathern, Wymeswold, 
Higham on the Hill, Sharnfold, Leire, Ashby Parva, Misterton with 
Walcote, Swinford, South Kilworth, Bruntingthorpe, Gilmorton, North 
Kilworth, Kimcote and Walton, Charley, Normanton, Wymondham, 
Twyford and Thorpe, Kirby Bellars, Somerby, Burton and Dalby, 
Husbands Bosworth, Lubenham, Foxton, Smeeton Westerby, Welham, 
Medbourne, 

September 

Thrussington, Hoby with Rotherby, Frisby on the Wreake, Tilton, East 
Norton, Tugby and Keythorpe, Hallaton, Breedon on the Hill, Hoton, 
Cotes, Burton on the Wolds, Prestwold, Walton on the Wolds, Redmile, 
Stathern, Croxton Kerrial, Clawson, House and Harby, Waltham, 
Billesdon, Broughton and Old Dalby, Great Easton, Lockington-
Hemington 

 

 

 
  Proposed permit scheme for roadworks 

 

We’re seeking views on plans to introduce a permit scheme for carrying out roadworks in 

Leicestershire. 

Roadworks, including work by utility companies, developers and maintenance work by the authority, 

can cause significant disruption. 

The current system involves work promotors giving notice to the authority to carry out works on the 

highway. 

Under the proposed permit scheme, works promotors will have to book time on the highway by 

applying for a permit prior to carrying out any works.  

Similar schemes have already been implemented by other local authorities. A permit scheme will allow 

us to more effectively manage and coordinate essential roadworks. 

For more information, or to take part in the consultation which closes on Sunday, June 4, visit 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/proposed-permit-scheme-for-

roadworks.  

 
 Grass cutting update 2017 
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A new online map has been developed to keep people up-to-date with our grass cutting operations. 

Residents and parishes are now able to enter street names or postcodes and find out when verges in the county 

are scheduled to be cut. 

The tool can be found at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/grass-cutting 

The webpage also includes additional information about the grass cutting operation including an FAQ section, 

which it is hoped will answer the top 5 grass cutting queries.  

Ann Carruthers, assistant director for highways and transportation said: “We’re excited to launch this map.  

“This improvement to the service will make it a lot easier for residents to find out when highway verges are to be 

cut, we hope people take the time to check it out and see what cuts are happening in their area.” 

Leicestershire County Council cuts highways verges for safety reasons; to maintain visibility at junctions and 

ensure the width of pavements aren’t reduced. 

We mow verges we are responsible for a minimum of six times a year in urban areas, and a minimum of twice a 

year on verges between towns and villages (classed as rural routes). 

Although the majority of highway verges are the responsibility of the council, some are privately owned, and 

some are managed by contractors on the council’s behalf. 

There are seven two-person gangs out across the county between the months April and October.  Each two man 

gang cuts the equivalent of four football pitches a day!  

Due to the sheer volume of grass cuttings this creates, we are unable to collect them and instead they are blown 

back onto the verges to break down and add nutrients back into the grass to keep it green. 

More information about this is also on our website. 

 
  Proposed changes to highways maintenance 
 

Thank you for taking the time to take part in our consultation about how we carry out highways maintenance. 

We’re now analysing the feedback we’ve had on our new proposed draft asset management policy and strategy. 

Cabinet will consider the responses before making a decision on whether to adopt the new ways of working in 

the summer. 

We spent £26 million looking after roads, pavements and verges in 2015/16, either directly or through 

contractors. By 2020 we need to reduce this to £16.5 million. 

Our roads are among the best in the country and we want to ensure they are maintained to the best standard 

they can be, whilst working with increasingly limited resources. 

Proposals included in the new policy and strategy include: 

• Prioritising high risk repairs when responding to highway defects. This may mean other repairs could take 

longer than before, but we will be clear about timescales  

• Discussing with parish councils opportunities for their involvement in local maintenance, such as grass 

cutting and the maintenance of trees, flower and shrub beds 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/grass-cutting


• Focussing on planned maintenance work to help slow down the deterioration of roads  

• Preventative work will be carried out on a ‘risk based’ approach and determined on how roads are 

‘categorised’ in a new classification of highways  

• Introducing a targeted approach to gully cleansing, which will help improve service levels  

• Keeping winter services, such as gritting, at current service levels.  

Although the consultation is now closed, details are still available at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-

say/previous-consultations/have-your-say-on-proposed-highways-maintenance-changes  

Please call 01163052104 or email HighwaysConsultation@leics.gov.uk if you have any queries about the 

proposals. 

 

 
Work is underway to improve a major junction near Ashby 

 
The improvements to the Flagstaff roundabout are part of a £7m scheme to reduce congestion and manage 

traffic flow at the interchange and the A511 corridor, along with the M1 junction 22 roundabout improvements 

which completed summer 2016. 

The Leicestershire County Council project, which is partly funded by the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise 
Partnership’s (LLEP) Local Growth Deal, includes: 

 Permanent traffic lights to manage traffic flow 
 Widening of the carriageway to increase the number of lanes to major routes 
 Improved shared use cycle and pedestrian links between Coalfield Way and Lountside 
 The replacing of existing safety barriers at various locations 
 Resurfacing of part of the slip road from the A42 

We’ve tried to keep disruption to a minimum. However, we’ll need to close the A42 northbound off slip road from 

8pm to 6am, Sunday to Thursday nights from Sunday 4 June for five weeks. 

The sliproad will also be closed for three consecutive weekends, starting on Friday 30 June. 

More information on the scheme, including weekly updates and diversion routes is on our dedicated web page: 

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/ashby-flagstaff-major-road-scheme 

 

 

 

Speeding is a concern regularly raised by communities. In order to tackle this issue we’re introducing a £500,000 

pilot average speed camera programme in seven locations across the county. 

These sites include four villages and three key main and rural routes for which concerns around speeding and 

safety have been raised. 

The chosen areas are: 

 The villages of Sharnford, Woodhouse Eaves, Measham and Walcote, which have long-standing 

Speed camera trials 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/previous-consultations/have-your-say-on-proposed-highways-maintenance-changes
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community concerns over speeding. 

 The B676 Melton to its county boundary with Lincolnshire, which has a higher accident rate than the 

national average for the type of road. 

 The A6 Harborough Road at Oadby. 

 The A50 Field Head to its boundary with the City of Leicester. 

The scheme will use average speed enforcement cameras, which will detect vehicles and calculate their average 

speed by measuring the time taken to travel between fixed points. 

The aims of the introducing these new cameras are to: 

 Improve road safety and reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured in road collisions 

 Positively influence driver behaviour and improve compliance with speed limits 

 Provide a safer environment for everyone who uses the roads and improving the health and wellbeing of 

communities 

The pilot scheme will start in autumn 2017. After 12 months of trialling the use of this new digital technology 

within Leicestershire it will be decided if the initiative will  be rolled out to more communities.  

 

 
Emergency flood advice 

 
Unfortunately during the summer of 2016 the county experienced a number of severe flooding events.  The 
county council as the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for the area has a role in providing information and 
advice on what residents should do and who to contact if faced with a potential flood incident.   
 
In a life threatening emergency situation, dial 999, otherwise call 101. 
 
It is vital to put people before property, and to co-operate with the emergency services if they tell you to evacuate 
your home and be prepared to act quickly to get yourself to safety. 
 
It is important to remember flood water is dangerous and you should avoid walking or driving through it and you 
should wash your hands thoroughly if you touch it. Do not try to unblock drains yourself. 
 
The police co-ordinate the emergency services during a major flood and help with evacuation of people from 
their homes where necessary. 
 
During a flood, or for advice about flooding, who do I contact?  
 
There is a shared responsibility between agencies for managing flood risks.  
 
District councils – May provide sandbags and assistance with housing or emergency rest centre, and are also 
key partners in planning local flood risk management.  
 
Leicester Leicestershire and Rutland Prepared (LLR Prepared) (llrprepared@leics.gov.uk Tel: 0116 305 
6101) – Provide advice on planning for floods, and can provide advice to anyone affected by flooding. 
 
The Environment Agency (Floodline: 0845 988 1188)  - Manages flooding risk from main rivers, reservoirs, 
estuaries and the sea, as well as being a coastal erosion risk management authority. 
 

mailto:llrprepared@leics.gov.uk


Water and Sewerage Companies (Severn Trent Water tel: 0800 783 4444 / Anglian Water tel: 0800 771 881) - 
are responsible for managing the risks of flooding from water and foul or combined sewer systems. 
 
Highway authorities (within the geographic area of Leicestershire,  Tel: 0116 305 0001 email: 
highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk) - are responsible for providing and managing highway drainage. 
 
 
Who resolves known flooding problems? 
 
Depending on what has caused the flood one or a number of the above agencies may be involved. However, the 
county council, in its role as lead local flood authority can provide advice.  If you are unsure about any matters 
relating to flooding, then please contact the LLFA on 0116 305 0001 or by email at flooding@leics.gov.uk. 
Depending on the scale and impact of the flooding, the LLFA may investigate the cause and recommend 
possible solutions. The county council, as LLFA, welcomes any information that might assist investigations into 
the cause of flooding incidents. 
 
 

 
Harborough transport strategy 
 

 
Responses to a consultation on a range of proposals to improve the transport network in and around Market 
Harborough are being analysed. 
 
The ideas were put forward by the council, working with Harborough District Council, to help the town cope with 
the traffic as it continues to grow. 
 
The findings will be considered by Harborough District Council’s Executive and the county council’s Cabinet in 
the Autumn, and will seek approval to adopt a transport strategy for Market Harborough.  
 
Subject to agreement, the county council will work with partners to seek to secure the money needed to 
implement the schemes. 
Although the consultation is now closed, more info can be found at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-
say/previous-consultations/market-harborough-transport-plans 
 
 

 
Report highways defects online 
 

 
You can now tell us about problems or defects on roads or pavements, such as potholes, through our online 
form: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/popular-now/report-a-road-problem 
 
Issues could also include overgrown trees or hedges, damaged drains or manhole covers, damage to road signs 
and problems with traffic lights. 
 
You can also report issues with grass cutting using our online tool, but please check our grass checking 
schedule www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/grass-cutting before reporting a 
problem. 
Please provide as much information as you can about the problem, this helps us respond and deal with it as 
quickly as possible. 
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How to get in touch 

We would be pleased to hear your ideas for content of future newsletters. If you would like to make any 

suggestions, or have any questions relating to the stories in this edition please contact 

cscfloormanager@leics.gov.uk.  

Customer Service Centre 

 Phone: 0116 305 0001  

 Email: highwayscustomerservices@leics.gov.uk 

 Website: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/highways  

 

Quick links: 

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel Follow us on Twitter @LeicsCountyHall   
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