Neighbourhood Planning - Grants &
Support
We offer two different types of support to help you write your neighbourhood plan or prepare a
neighbourhood development order:


Technical Support



Neighbourhood Planning Grant
By completing an Expression of Interest form, we can determine what type of support you are
eligible for.

What support are you eligible for?


All groups writing a neighbourhood plan or neighbourhood development order will be eligible to
apply for up to £8,000 in grant.



Groups facing more complex issues can apply for specific packages of technical support where
needed, and may also be eligible for further £6,000 in grant.

Groups with complex issues include:


Neighbourhood forums (where there is no Parish or Town Council)



Clusters of parishes



High growth areas



Deprived areas



Business led neighbourhood plans



Populations of over 25,000



Groups preparing a neighbourhood development order
Further detail on this is in our guidance below.

Technical Support
Amount for each grant available: Dependant on application.
Closing date: We are operating a rolling application window for this programme. We expect
that it will be open throughout the year.

What is Technical Support and why do we need it?
Technical Support is available to groups facing more complex issues developing their
neighbourhood plan.
If you need independent advice on a technical or process issue then we can help!
Technical Support is designed to provide you with information (evidence) and advice
(professional judgement) which will help you to decide your priorities & direction, to draft
policy, avoid legal challenges and to engage confidently with stakeholders such as developers,
councils, local businesses and of course residents who will have a vote at the end of it all.

Our consultants will work alongside you, doing only what you cannot manage and with a clearly
defined brief, such as producing a design guide, a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA),
evidence review or site assessment. The more substantial pieces of work will last between a few
weeks to several months depending on the complexity of your situation.
We are particularly keen to help ambitious groups, from all types of neighbourhood, who want to
really influence how their place grows and changes going into the future.

Neighbourhood Planning Grants
Amount for each grant available: All groups are eligible to apply for a grant of up to £8,000.
Closing date: We are operating a rolling application window for this programme. We expect
that it will be open throughout the year. All groups are eligible to apply for a grant of up to
£8,000.
Some ideas of what you might apply to use grant for include:


Developing a website



Training sessions for members of the steering group



Help with putting together a project plan



Undertaking a household survey



Help with developing the evidence base



Engaging a planning expert



Venue hire, publicity materials, printing and other costs associated with consultation.
Further details on what you can and can’t apply for can be found in our Guidance Notes here.
You can also check out some stories from other groups looking at what they spent their grant
money on and how they budgeted for their neighbourhood plan.
A couple of key points to note with regards to a Neighbourhood Planning Grant:



You can only apply for funds that you can spend within 6 months or before the end of the current
financial year, whichever is the earliest.



You can only apply for between £1000 and £8000. If your application is not within this range it
will be automatically rejected.



You cannot apply retrospectively for work that has already taken place.



You cannot apply for the cost of staff or volunteer’s time, except for specialist consultants.

Guidance Notes
Before you complete our Expression of Interest form to establish what type of support you are
eligible for, please read the Direct Support and Neighbourhood Planning Grant Guidance
carefully.
Download: Direct Support and Neighbourhood Planning Grant Guidance (PDF 350kb)

Apply

To establish what type of support you are eligible for, complete the Expression of Interest form
below.
Please do not start the application process until you have read our Guidance Notes
thoroughly.
Link: Neighbourhood Planning Expression of Interest form
By clicking on the above link you will be taken to a separate online form which you must
complete. Once the type of support you are eligible for is determined, you will be sent a link to
your nominated email for you to start the online application process.

Application form in Word
The application form is also available in a Word document to assist you with the input of your
answers into the online form.
Download: Neighbourhood Planning Grants – blank application template
Please note: This is not an official application form – it is a template for your application
preparation only. You must complete the online application form (via the link provided to your
personal email). If you submit this document as an application it will be deemed invalid.
Share
Related News



Can our neighbourhood plan have non-land use policies within it such as those found within Parish Plans?
Under the Localism Act, a neighbourhood developmen... Read more



Do neighbourhood plans need a sustainability appraisal?
A Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the type a lo... Read more



How much does it cost to produce a neighbourhood plan?
A plan will cost as much or as little as you want ... Read more



The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012
These are the Regulations set out the procedure f... Read more



Neighbourhood Planning Roadmap
This guide is for all those involved in, or thinki... Read more
Locality is the national network of ambitious and enterprising community-led organisations, working
together to help neighbourhoods thrive.
Find out more about Locality and what we do.

33 Corsham Street
London N1 6DR
0845 458 8336
info@locality.org.uk

