SHEARSBY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DROP-IN EVENT

30 JANUARY 2016
CONSULTATION RESULTS
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1. Background
a) Project Brief
Yourlocale was commissioned by Shearsby Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group to assist in the delivery of a drop-in event on Neighbourhood Planning on 30
January 2016. The event took place between 9:30 am and 12:00 pm at the Village Hall.
The aim of this event was to help inform the community on the progress of the
Neighbourhood Plan and to seek comments on the emerging policy areas – including
Local Green Space and environment; community facilities; housing and design; and
business.
b) Publicity
The drop-in event was promoted in a variety of ways:


Posters were produced promoting the event



Details of the consultation were advertised on the Parish Council website



Members of the Advisory Committee rang villagers to remind them of the event and to
encourage attendance.

c) List of attendees
A list of attendees is available separately.
65 people attended the event
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In addition, 36 letters were sent out and there were 3 returns with comments. These
comments are recorded in this document.

2. Format of Event
a) Process on the day
Sign in

A Member of the Advisory Committee welcomed attendees on arrival
and asked them to complete a contact sheet to record attendance.
The

Background

The first displays introduced Neighbourhood Planning and described
the process that is being followed by Shearsby Parish Council.

Information

Copies of finalised Neighbourhood Plans were available for people to
read as they walked around the displays.

Consultation
on key issues

A series of display boards were spread across the room, each of
which focussed on a different topic related to planning and
development, including:
 Local Green Space - proposed designations and Environment
 Housing – potential sites and mix, design and heritage
 Businesses and Employment
 Leisure and Community Facilities
Having read the displays, attendees were asked to comment on each
topic using post-it notes and to place them on flip-chart paper under
each display.
Tables were positioned around the room where attendees were
provided with further detail about the Neighbourhood plan and the
growing evidence base and encouraged to sit whilst having
refreshments to read further information and make other comments.

Visual maps

A map was placed on the display which invited attendees to record
trees within Shearsby Parish. Further maps identifying proposed Local
Green Spaces and potential sites for housing development were also
available for comment.
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Tree survey
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b) Display Boards
General

Housing

Open Space

Environmental Designations

Community Facilities

Employment
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3. Results
Housing and design

Comments





























If we have new housing, need to consider the drainage
Where is the reserve piece of land near Fleckney
Houses should be affordable but of high quality. They should age well
Mill Lane houses – better to be built in the Mill Field between the Mill Round and
the footpath
Services such as sewage/drainage must be improved to support any new
development
Why doesn’t the Parish Council allow development on the outside of the village
like Back Lane (sites 1 and 2) and significantly increase the area on Mill Lane (site
4) and stop the proposed development inside the village. CONSERVE!!!
Would welcome the smaller housing and bungalows – we never want to leave
and our kids are thinking of staying too
Agree with 3 only
More houses on Church Lane would create more traffic and change the view of
the village
Concerned about any further development in Church lane, Sewers cannot cope
now, road floods at the bottom, any development would spoil the view of the
Church
1. Buildings should age well 2. Self-build sites should be provided 3.
Developments should be architect designed – e.g. by competition 4. Maisonettes
could provide accommodation for older people on ground floor and younger
people above
Against affordable housing
I don’t want small affordable houses being built in this village but feel large welldesigned properties would enhance the village
We don’t want to see any more ‘huge’ out of place houses in our beautiful village
Where are the other 5 pieces of land that owners were willing to develop? Can
the Plan make clear how the 4 were chosen (and why?) please
Is there a conflict of interest with land on Church Lane?
Extend plot 1
3 is a very good site for development
How does site 1 ‘maintain the compact form of the village’?
I agree with 3
Could Church Lane site be turned into Green Space?
I agree with 4 – 6 houses in Church Lane
Build on the only Green Space remaining on Church Lane. Conservation Village!?!
Surface water drainage is already insufficient in the centre of the village. Heavy
rain can lead to flooding! Any development must have this in mind
I don’t agree with 1 and 4
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If houses are built on Church lane they should be built further back away from
the road
Who made the decision of the type of house can be built i.e. bungalows?
I am still worried about putting the new terrace along Mill Lane, for two reasons.
In the questionnaire used subsequent to the Butty day we asked whether new
builds should be placed along the access roads to the village. The response was a
resounding no
It may be worth stating that all new builds should be built in such a way as to
ensure low maintenance and should age well and have a low environmental
impact
The field to the south of Back Lane is also along an access road but it is also
almost within the village envelope. More importantly it is well defined by the
existing hedges and fences. The site along Mill Lane would have to be accurately
defined and marked on a map
The field next to the Church on Church Lane is one of the few open aspects
remaining in the village. It is much admired by ramblers using the path between
Arnesby and Shearsby. It should be preserved
2 area floods. Culvert can be overloaded with ground cover and potential
flooding risk for village square
Why not build on the outskirts of the village i.e. fishing lakes
Small houses in Shearsby will still come at a premium. Therefore I would prefer
large houses
Mill Lane narrow road. Hill is dangerous in icy/snow conditions
Rather than allocating future building sites – it would be much better to just
consider reasonable planning applications as and when landowners decide to
apply. Then each one would be considered on its own merit
With regard to proposal for development, this option is for those with finance.
The village has already had 2 properties built not in keeping in Church Lane. No
More than 3 properties
Nearly all the village redevelopment in the past 20 years has taken place on
Church Lane with the number of houses more than doubled. It needs a rest
before further development takes place
Why not the field at the top of Fenny lane?
Have a policy regarding the improvement of the environmental footprint of
existing buildings?
We mention bungalows and terraced housing as suitable but what about
maisonettes? These make efficient use of land and materials, are environmentally
efficient and the lower halves are suitable for elderly people and the upper floors
could be affordable. They could also be in keeping with the traditional threestorey Leicestershire farm houses
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Open Space and Environment

Comments
We would like to see a cycle path connecting Shearsby and Arnesby
Stop people flattening the molehills on the footpaths
The pond and woods to the left of the Saddington Road by the fishpond are
worth preserving
Protect watershed areas like fishponds to prevent flooding downstream. Plant
trees to hold back water
Village could be a wildlife ‘Beacon’ and demonstrate good environmental
woodland management
To be able to walk around Shearsby, preserve the walk through Bear Hole and
the field at the top of Fenny Lane
Can Church Lane be considered as a Green Space?
A Shearsby Woodland – Plant an area with trees you can get free from lots of
sources
Wildlife corridor from Bears’ Hole to the Square?
Houses can enhance views
Agree with hedge preservation and planting of more trees (x2)
Village should continue John Burton’s ‘vision’ and expand this theme into other
areas. Maybe wildlife ‘corridors’ to link areas
Leicestershire is already one of the least woodied counties in England. We need
more hedges and trees.















Community Facilities

Comments







Protect village against future Car Transporter movements. Possible expansion
following expiry of ‘Airfield’ conditions (30 years after Cold War end)
Parking for the village hall would be useful
Car parking
The village green should always be an open space. Nothing should be a
permanent fixture
More support for Church events – otherwise it may close due to lack of funds
The village green area needs to be protected
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The village pub should be protected – set up a committee to raise the funds?
The green bit of land behind Welford Road should be protected or we would
like to purchase it to protect it
Table tennis table for use in the village hall
The village green should be protected from development
Having a pub is important to the village
The village needs to keep the pub and Green as it is now

Employment

Comments








Somewhere to collect parcels. Yes to small businesses – mower repairs etc?
Farm shop?
Yes to the above. Good idea.
Is there any information on the cookery school planned in Church Lane?
Suggest a craft centre along Saddington Road.
Bed and breakfast as a business idea.
Small business units with living accommodation above would encourage startups

Summary of findings
Comments were made reflecting a wide range of opinions.
Housing – This section generated the most comments. In relation to the potential housing
sites identified, sites two and three (Back Lane) were the favoured options and the only
sites that generated a number of positive comments. Site one, Mill Lane, was considered to
be outside of the village and on a narrow and dangerous road – although a comment was
made that this site could be extended to provide more housing. The least popular site was
Church Road which was considered inappropriate for development because of it setting
near the Church and impact on the village, and potential impact on flooding/sewerage.
Other comments included general concern for flooding/sewerage with any development;
the need to consider environmentally friendly housing; the potential for Maisonettes and
self-build and for good quality of housing. Views were mixed in relation to the
introduction of affordable housing (two for and two against) and views were also mixed in
relation to the size of new housing.
Environment – There were no dissenting voices in relation to the proposed Local Green
Spaces. A further LGS was proposed – on Church Lane. Support was forthcoming for
footpaths/cycle paths both around Shearsby and connecting Shearsby with Arnesby.
Comments were made in support of tree and hedge preservation and for the creation of a
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wildlife corridor and three comments were made in support of protecting the pond and
woods.
Community Facilities – Support was expressed for the importance of protecting the pub
and the village green and the need for enhanced parking (especially for the village hall)
was raised. Other comments related to then need for specific activities or resources for the
village hall.
Employment/economy – There was general support for appropriate business expansion
in the Parish.

Correspondence following the Consultation Event:
Comments

Telephone response: Thought whole plan was well documented and felt that the new
housing was a good move forward to help village thrive.
A total of 5 people say they would like the Plan to look into the field at the top of
Fenny Lane - 2 at Butty Day and 3 following letter drop.
Letter received after the Event:
We appreciate the work carried out and realise how difficult the task in hand must
have been. We do however disagree with certain points of the plan and agree greatly
with others.
Cons:
a. Building terraced houses similar to Mill Lane would be a step backwards and in
future years would be entirely out of character and could lead to more problems.
b. The strips down Back Lane and the one in Mill Lane, these would entirely destroy the
aesthetic approach to the village and have been turned down for planning the
maximum amount of times before.
c. If these developments came to fruition both entrances to the village would be
damaged and aesthetically unacceptable.
Pros:
a. The proposed plan for Church lane is sound and sensible and could be larger, and
contain many types of dwellings of different sizes.
Suggestions: The top of Fenny Lane, as our conversation, would have minimum impact
on surrounding dwellings.
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b. The garage square Welford Road, would support an excellent group of dwellings
again with minimum impact.
c. Wisden’s paddock and surrounding area could be considered.
Email correspondence:
It was an excellent Display I saw this morning, I'm so I had to leave early but one thing I
needed to ask was about the Shearsby crossroads, and the condition of the Bath Lane with
regard to the tarmac and the amount of traffic that uses it.
Are you able to make comments about improvements we could have at the crossroads?
Gary Kirk
Yourlocale
February 2016
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