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MINUTES of Meeting 

Held on Thursday 7 March 2013 

in Shearsby Village Hall 

7.30 - 9.45pm 

 

 

In attendance: 20 residents, Jake Atkinson LRALC  

 

 

1 Welcome: 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

Apologies were received from: 

Councillor Neville Hall, Jon Gunnell, David Austin, Mavis Jeffery, Roger 

Charles, Nellie Durran, Margaret Godsmark, Eileen Dahm, Paul Chawner, 

Julian Timms,  Sally Timms and Ken Vann. 

  2 Minutes of previous meetings: 

  (i) Parish Meeting held on 6 December 2012: 

The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 6 December 2012 were reviewed.    

Item 3 (e)  Ownership of Assets: 

The following additional assets were recorded:  Two signposts; Telephone 

Box and Village Pump. 

 

Item 4  Governance Review 

Bob Spree outlined his objections to the minutes circulated.  Bob Spree 

said that at the December meeting he had requested that his comments and 

opinions be recorded verbatim and as this was not done the minutes are 

not a true and complete record of the meeting.  Bob Spree read out his 

report which he had given to the December meeting and Jill Stanley offered 

to hand write these details in order for the meeting to continue. These 

handwritten notes will be added to the meeting minutes as an addendum.  

This was actioned and the minutes were then proposed as a true record by 

Ralph Dahm and seconded by Jane Henderson. 

 

Bob Spree also queried the cost of a poll advised as £2,000 when his own 

enquiries had resulted in a suggested cost of £500.  The Chair confirmed 

that information received from HDC had indicated a cost of up to £2,000. 

 

Bob Spree left the meeting at the conclusion of this item. 

  (ii) Planning - Church Lane - held on 22 January 2013 

Approval of the minutes of the Planning meeting held on 22 January 2013 

was proposed by Ralph Dahm and seconded by Adrian Timms. 

  (iii) Planning - Church Lane - held on 24 January 2013 

The minutes of the Planning meeting held with HDC on 24 January 2013 are 

available on the village noticeboard and have been circulated to those 

directly concerned.  Approval of the minutes was proposed by Adrian Timms 

and seconded by Sue Timms. 

  (iv) Precept for Parish Council - held on 31 January 2013 

Approval of the minutes of this meeting, chaired by Ann Blaine, was 

proposed by Martin Reynolds and seconded by Jane Henderson. 

 

  2 Matters arising: 

Item 3 (viii)  The Green 

The Chair, Ken Vann and a H&S expert have checked the play equipment.  The 

bark will be forked to loosen compacted bark being topped up.  Weather 

permitting this will be actioned this month.  No further work is required 

on the Green at present.  A record book will be set up by Ken Vann.  The 

Chair said that tree planting needs to be carefully considered and 

suggested that the new Parish Council review this.  Mow How intend to make 

a first cut of the grass this month. 



 

 

 

Item 3(iv) Flag Project 

A display was available on the new noticeboard in the foyer.  Thanks were 

given to Bob Sampson for installing the new noticeboard area free of 

charge.  The two boards cost £20 in total. 

 

Item 3 (vii) 

The Defibrillator has been ordered with delivery anticipated in 12 weeks.  

Jill Stanley will follow this up.  Payment of £1,750 has been made and 

the Parish Meeting donation to date is £450. 

 

Item 3(viii) 

On behalf of the Parish Meeting the Chair offered sincere congratulations 

to Jane Henderson and Ken Vann on their forthcoming wedding which is to 

be held in the village. 

  3 Reports: 

  3.1 

 Governance Review  

Jake Atkinson, LRALC outlined the role of the LRALC as part of a national 

organisation, in providing guidance and protection for member councils 

which includes employment advice,  land issues, grants, legal issues and 

support.  Newly elected or nominated Parish councillors and officers are 

recommended to attend training courses or training can be arranged 

locally. 

 

The first meeting of the Parish Council is planned for 9 May immediately 

following the election date of 2 May.  Jake Atkinson offered assistance 

for the new councillors before that first meeting as appropriate.   

 

Ann Blaine confirmed that Richard Ellis  (HDC)  had confirmed that the 

support of a Parish Clerk for that meeting on 9 May and that at that meeting 

a Resolution will be required to formally appoint a Clerk. 

 

An appropriate reference point is ‘Governance and Accountability for 

Local Councils’ through the HDC website.  The Parish Meeting accounts to 

31 March 2013 will be presented for approval at the 9 May meeting.  Interim 

accounts for the period 1 April 2013 to 2 May 2013 will be needed and 

revised reporting and banking requirements will need to be set up for the 

new Parish Council. 

  3.2 Governance Review - Working Party 

Ann Blaine confirmed that following investigation, a Parish Meeting 

cannot employ a Clerk as a Parish Meeting is not an eligible body and HDC 

will not delegate the power to do so to a Parish Meeting. 

 

The minutes of the Working Party meeting held the previous week will be 

circulated with the minutes of this meeting.      

 

  3.3 

(i) 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) Chair’s Report: 

Asset transfer 

LRALC has provided guidance as to how this should happen.  Assets are 

owned by the Parish Trustees who shall act in accordance with the 

directions given by the Parish Meeting.  The Parish Meeting agreed that 

the assets are transferred to the Parish Council. 

 



 

 

Parish Councillors  

The Chair with four residents who have expressed an interest in becoming 

councillor attended a training session on Monday 4 March.  Nomination 

packs are available and offer guidance and relevant information for people 

who are interested in becoming a councillor. 

 

Nominations need to be submitted between 26 March 2013 and 5 April 2013 

Noon.  Nominations are best delivered to HDC at Millers House and 

appointments are advised through Sheena Mortimer on 01858 821372 who will 

check the form and tick all the criteria which apply to councillor 

eligibility.  No abbreviations should be used in the nomination paper, 

including names.  Two people are needed to support each candidate and 

residents supporting a candidate must be registered on the electoral roll 

and can support no more than five candidates.  The Chair will put up an 

information display on the noticeboard.   

 

The Chair stressed that as an experienced paid clerk will be employed, 

this means no special skills are needed to become a councillor and it was 

thought requirements should include a love of Shearsby, common sense and 

a willingness to work with residents and attend meetings, as well as 

remembering that a new team is forming which gives more heads to help, 

share and solve problems. 

  (iii) Lutterworth Service Shop/CAB 

A poster from HDC is displayed on the noticeboard advising that the 

Lutterworth Service Shop facility will cease from 28 March 2013.  A new 

service will be provided in partnership with CAB.  CAB has requested a 

donation to assist them to run the service and have offered to attend a 

meeting to explain more about their work. 

Following discussion, the meeting agreed a donation of £100, proposed by 

Nigel Walker and seconded by Jill Stanley. 

  3.4 Village Hall - SVHCT: 

Martin Littlejones reported that costs are increasing, mainly due to 

energy costs.  Costs and suppliers are being monitored.  Hire charges for 

the Hall have now been increased but it was emphasised that the Hall 

remains good value and is available for use.  A 10% increase in usage is 

needed and a flyer was circulated and is available to all.  Decorating 

will be arranged in 2014. 

 

The Hall will continue to be leased by the Charitable Trust but from the 

Parish Council not the Parish Meeting.   Consideration will be needed in 

the future on the potential to transfer ownership to the Parish Council.  

An advantage is that a Parish Council can reclaim VAT.  Insurance issues 

will also need resolution. 

 

Jake Atkinson will advise details of operation models and legal options.  

HDC should also offer support on transfer issues as appropriate. 

 

The Chair said that guidance relating to the village Green is also required 

and the Chair and Martin Littlejones will liaise with HDC on issues 

relating to asset transfers. 

 

The AGM of the SVHCT will be held in April or May at a date to be confirmed.   

  3.5 Community Association: 

Keith Beeson confirmed future events as: 

Seniors’ lunch  21 April in the Village Hall 

Music on the Green 17 August 

  3.6 Broadband: 

Phil Poncelet advised that no funding is currently available from HDC.  

Investigations are proceeding to achieve alternative funding.  Fibre 

optic rollout will not happen until at least 2015.  The working group is 

lobbying BT directly and liaising with Peatling Parva.  There is 



 

 

potential for BT Super Exchanges feeding to local areas or linking with 

the Lutterworth/Gilmorton fibre links. 

  3.7 PCC: 

David Durran advised that following a two year interregnum, the Reverend 

Liz Bickley has now been appointed vicar for the six parishes.   Reverend 

Bickley will be licensed on the 13 May. 

 

Thanks were recorded to Jane and Nick Timms and team for organising the 

recent Quiz Night from which half the proceeds were given to the Church. 

 

Future events include the Promises Auction on 15 June and a Flower Festival 

on the 6 and 7 July when help will be required.  

  3.8 Finance: 

Rob Lamin reviewed the detailed financial statement circulated.  Funds 

held are £5,988 and outstanding payments include Bark, Mowing and Chair’s 

expenses.  £450 has been contributed towards the Defibrillator and £100 

donation agreed at this meeting to CAB.  Full details of receipts and 

payments are available. 

 

Ann Blaine confirmed that the Precept has been submitted to HDC and 

information will be forwarded to the Parish Council Clerk.  £200 of the 

Precept is paid by Grant and is not renewable.  The Chair said a healthy 

financial situation is now handed to the new Parish Council. 

 

The meeting endorsed a vote of thanks to Rob Lamin for the accounting work 

undertaken on behalf of the Parish Meeting. 

  4 

(i) Planning matters: 

Tall Trees: 

A planning application submitted in October 2012 was refused.  On 8 

January 2013 the Chair was contacted by the Architect to see whether a 

further amended plan was acceptable.  This email was forwarded to the 

immediate neighbours.  The reply sent to the Architect made it clear that 

the neighbours did not want the house demolished and a two storey house 

built in its place.  Bob Spree made the Localism Act 2011 a key element 

in his presentation to the Planning Committee which relates to the 

requirement to carry out pre-application consultation. 

  (ii) Church Lane: 

Community Infrastructure Levy - The Chair advised that HDC may introduce 

this in late 2014.  No funding through CIL is therefore currently 

available.  There are no Section 106 arrangements for Shearsby.  There 

is however a development contribution of a commuted sum payment for 1 - 

2 units set aside for HDC’s affordable housing provision. 

  (iii) Church Lane - Bean Hill Farm development complaint: 

The Chair outlined details of a proposed letter to HDC.  Adrian Timms 

requested, endorsed by the Parish Meeting, that a complaint be submitted.  

Adrian Timms advised that English Heritage had confirmed that a 

Conservation Officer should be consulted when planning changes occurr.  

Sue Timms said that the situation needs to be logged and recorded for 

future development reference. 

 

The complaint to HDC will include: 

Misinformation, lack of consultation in 2012 and 2013.  An apology is not 

good enough; 

Limited consultation seemed to occur in the revised scheme especially for 

Plot One - ie no Highways, no Conservation Officer, only the Case Officer; 

Highways and Traffic management is in our view inconsistent.  The 

original permission was for two car spaces for each house which has now 

been increased to eight for each house; 

Drawings were not fully detailed ie no measurements were included.  

Different scales were used across the plans and it is therefore easy for 



 

 

mistakes to be made.  HDC should seriously consider if inconsistent sizes 

have been used and confirm the agreed scales and dimensions. 

 

The Chair confirmed that the promised plans with measurements and 

dimensions have not been received and no plans have been received for the 

second plot. 

  5 Shearsby Parish Meeting - A Celebration: 

A summary of Chairs and Events from 1921 to date was outlined and is 

attached as an addendum to the meeting minutes. 

  6 Any other business: 

The Chair thanked everyone for their support and thanked Bob Spree for 

nominating her as Chair in 2010.  Sylvia Reid said that despite the 

challenges of the role this has been a positive experience. 

 

On behalf of the Parish Meeting thanks were recorded to Rob and Ann Lamin 

for their support and help.  Thanks were expressed to everyone involved 

with the Parish Meeting  past, present, various working parties and 

future Parish Council. 

 

It is proposed that the Annual General Meeting and final meeting of the 

Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 9 May 2013 to approve the accounts 

of the Parish Meeting.  This will be held in conjunction with the first 

Parish Council meeting. 

 

David Durran, endorsed by all present, thanked Sylvia Reid as Parish 

Meeting Chair for all the work done on behalf of the village.  This was 

very much recognised and appreciated. 

 

The meeting closed 9.45pm. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   



 

 

SHEARSBY PARISH MEETING 

 

1921 - 2013 

 

A CELEBRATION 

 

 

Elected Parish Meeting Chairs 

 

1921 - 1938 Richard Smith-Elliot 

 

1938 - 1948 John Read 

 

1949 - 1952 Mr N Hewes 

 

1952 - 1961 Henry Edmund Sawford 

 

1961 - 1965 Alfred J Goding 

 

1966 - 1972 Gerald Gibbins 

 

1972 - 1974 John Coltman 

 

1974 - 1977 Ron Southerton 

 

1977 - 1982 Anthony Brook 

 

1983 - 1984 Mr P Jackson 

 

1984 - 1987 Colin Thorpe 

 

1986 - 1987 Anthony Brook 

 

1987 - 1993 Michael Page 

 

1993 - 1997 Mavis Jeffery 

 

1997 - 1999 Barry Morris 

 

1999 - 2008 Bob Spree 

 

2008 - 2008 Ann Blaine 

 

2008 - 2010 Martin Reynolds 

 

2010 - 2013 Sylvia Reid 

 

Parish Council formed on 2 May 2013 

 



 

 

SHEARSBY PARISH MEETING 

 

  

THE FIRST 50 YEARS 

 

 

1921 - 1938 Richard Smith-Elliot 

First minutes 30 March 1921.  Best attended meeting (5 - 26 people) was 

in 1923 when the village school was proposed to be closed.  Fenny Lane 

pump regularly a problem along with scavenging. 

  1938 - 1948 John Read 

Fenny Lane pump had become unfit for drinking purposes.  Removal of night 

soil and all parish refuse by District Council achieved, so scavenging 

less of a problem.  The allotment appeared to take what little night soil 

was now generated. 

  1949 - 1952 Mr N Hewes 

Street lighting first discussed.  One way system for The Square 

considered and water supply under South Western Water Scheme introduced. 

  1952 - 1961 Henry Edmund Sawford 

Council homes could be purchased from 1953 onwards.  Post Office 

considered for the village. 

  1961 - 1965 Alfred J Goding 

Drain smells and polluted streams featured.  Tree planting by children 

and introduction of Grit Bins.  Noisy lorries were an issue during the 

restoration of Mount Pleasant.  Rubbish collections problematic when 

rubbish dropped everywhere. 

  1966 - 1972 Gerald Gibbins 

Removal of caravans on the hold road.  Heaps of tarmac round the village, 

village verges, drains, drops in voltage.  The Village Pump became a 

feature not the real thing in 1967/8 much to many people’s disgust.  The 

Old Road became gated, street names were voted against and traffic for 

the Bath Hotel was becoming a problem. 

   

 

THE NEXT FORTY YEARS 

 

 

 

It is noticeable that the former six chairs stood for an average of eight 

and half years.  During the next 41 years, thirteen chairs stood for an 

average of three years. 

  1972 - 1974 John Coltman 

The village entered the Tidy Village Competition for the first time.  In 

1974 Shearsby advised not to merge with Arnesby and Knaptoft to form a 

Parish Council.  It was decided to seek Parish Council status and applied 

for in 1973.  HDC refused the application because they were reviewing 

Boundary Arrangements as instructed by the Boundary Commission. 

  1974 - 1977 Ron Southerton 

Conservation Area status first discussed.  Parking on Fenny Lane 

identified as a problem.  Wall round the Green needed repairing. 

  1977 - 1982 Anthony Brook 

Request to become a Parish Council made again in 1977.  Rights of Way 

Special Review established the Definitive Map.  Concessionary Bus Fares 

introduced in 1978.  In 1981 Mr Sawford died and his daughter agreed that 

the land in the centre of the village continue to be used for community 

purposes.  The Village Square flooded and Church Bell removal happened 

in 1981. 

  1983 - 1984 Mr P Jackson 

Chaired one meeting.  Mr Sawford’s house put up for sale.  Future of ‘The 

Village Green’ discussed.  Rota began for maintaining the Churchyard.  

Three people volunteered - C Buckley, K Beeson and C Thorpe.  The Parish 



 

 

Meeting made its first donation of £30 to pay for petrol and mower 

maintenance.  HDC ceased emptying septic tanks and the service was 

privatized. 

  1984 - 1986 Colin Thorpe 

Street lighting was a regular problem.  One light was usually out of 

order.  Grit piles no longer permitted in 1984 with bins to be used.  Wall 

on the Green considered dangerous - did the community have responsibility 

if it caused damage ?  Lack of street names still an issue for delivery 

vehicles.  Mr Burton suggested putting up a plan of the village on the 

noticeboard.  1986 Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground enforcement order 

served.  Village noticeboard vandalized.  Gates on old road ownership 

reverted back to Messrs Brook, Durran and Timms (1976). 

  1986 - 1987 Anthony Brook 

Chaired one meeting.  Riparian owners were confirmed as responsible for 

clearing and maintaining the stream at the rear of Jigsaw Cottage.  The 

Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground was an issue regarding potential noise.  

Request that two bags of salt be delivered for use on Fenny Lane.  Request 

for ‘Please Drive Carefully through our Village’ sign made to HDC.  Gate 

an end of old road stolen. 

  1987 - 1993 Michael Page 

Good Dog Campaign discussed.  Street names issue still left unresolved.  

Biffa trucks on the A50 leaving rubbish on verges.  1990 Electricity Board 

Transformer caused the Chair and community many problems largely because 

East Midlands Electricity Board would not consult.  Bruntingthorpe 

Proving Ground - Green Goddesses proposal - erection of 35,000 square 

meters of buildings for Fire Service Vehicles.  Concern was the site would 

eventually become a freight airport site.  1991 - Vintage Aircraft Museum 

applied for.  Shooting range established at the Bath Hotel. 

 

 

  1993 - 1997 Mavis Jeffery 

It was noted that Mavis was the first female chair. 

Big Thunder Air Show - working museum causing disquiet.  Licence to Occupy 

the Green with option to buy established.  The Wall repair discussed along 

with recreational facilities for children.  1994 Village Green purchased 

from Robert Cooper, fundraising for Play Equipment raised £1,000.  School 

Bell acquired and restored by John Burton for Village Hall.  Voicemail 

for Police commenced in 1995.  Electricity for the Green discussed in 

1995.  December 1995 decision taken to purchase or lease the Village Hall.  

Millennium celebrations first discussed in 1996.  Village Hall purchased 

on 4 September 1996 at 10.00am.  Bullhooks sold for £4,850 and the Gravel 

Pits for £4,000.  The new play equipment was dedicated to Jose Durran.  

The Millennium Fund for the Village Hall totalled £41,750.00. 

  1997 - 1999 Barry Morris 

Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground proving a problem with corporate 

hospitality days.  Clay pigeon shooting at Bath Hotel interfering with 

Church services and Minute’s silence at memorial service.  Village Hall 

Grand Opening on 28 February 1999.  1998 accident at Mill Lane/Bath Lane 

highlighted the dangers of this junction. 

  1999 - 2008 Bob Spree 

Bob’s nine years was exceptional in duration when the average was three 

years.  Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground hotline established so residents 

could report excessive noise.  In 2000 the Community Association agreed 

to install electricity on the Green as well as lockable gates and wooden 

steps on the north side of the Green.  Welford Road verges regularly 

damaged by vehicles, often lorries.  20001 Golden Jubilee discussed.  

New bench installed at the top end of Mill Lane.  Bridleway between 

Arnesby and Shearsby refused.  A5199 introduced red tarmac patches 

outside the village and new signs were installed as a result of accidents.  

2005 Flag pole proposed for Village Green.  2006 need to spend funds - 

range of ideas included Disabled Access Gate, Tree surgery on the Green, 



 

 

replacement light on Mill Lane, Flag pole.  February 2008, sewers on Back 

Lane and The Square flooded.  They were (and are) old and narrower than 

modern sewers.  The situation was exacerbated by fat deposits and 

residents were asked not to put fat down the drains. 

  2008 - 2009 Ann Blaine 

Planning consent for new flag pole sought.  Street lighting times agreed 

to be changed and turned off between 1.00am and 6.00amn.  New dog fouling 

legislation will cover spaces such as Village Green.  Agricultural 

development - for a road and hard standing on field accessed from Mill 

Lane was an issue. 

  2009 - 2010 Martin Reynolds 

Neighbourhood Watch re-established.  Shearsby was voted Best 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme.  Traffic management problems.  Pinch points 

were suggested.  Cycleways discussed.  Grass verges a problem again 

especially where the bulbs have been planted.  Village Only signs sought.  

HDC overcharged Shearsby in previous years so grass cutting was free of 

charge for two years.  Cycle patch to Arnesby - Highways would keep on 

file until funding improves. 

  2010 - 2013 Sylvia Reid 

With LCC support, new website developed with Bob Spree and Gloria 

Reynolds.  Email communications established for residents’ 

communication.  County flag purchased, supported soffits repair on the 

Village Hall, new elm trees planted.  The Narrows tidied up, signposts 

renovated and refurbished.  Shearsby Flag project began in 2011 and 

completed for the Diamond Jubilee.  September 2011, Parish Meeting Minute 

Book believed to be the first record, found and given to the Chair.  Bob 

and Brenda Spree explored the possibility of scanning and putting sections 

on the village website.  Gloria Reynolds agreed to take this idea further 

and then the book will be held in the HDC Record Office unless the Parish 

Meeting feels otherwise.  Purchase of a Defibrillator, led by Jill 

Stanley, agreed by Parish Meeting in September 2012.  Planning issues and 

moving from a Parish Meeting to a Parish Council has taken a lot of time 

and energy and fortunately the Working Party and people such as Mavis 

Jeffery have helped with these matters. 

   

 

 


