
 

 

SHEARSBY PARISH MEETING 

MINUTES of Meeting 

Held on Thursday 6 December 2012 

in Shearsby Village Hall 

7.30 - 10.05pm 

 

 

In attendance:  52 residents  

 

 

1 Welcome: 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked the Parish Meeting 

to agree to discuss agenda item 5 before item 4.  The meeting agreed to 

the agenda change. 

Chair brought Meetings attention to documents 1, 2 and 3 and two sheets 

of the financial report. 

 

Apologies were received from: 

Councillors Graham Hart and Neville Hall, Alan Bird, Jill Lewin, Julie 

Poncelet, Jill Littlejones, Jane Timms, Martin Reynolds, Rob and Ann 

Lamin, Roger and Ann Charles, Chris and Susan Swaine. 

  2 Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2012, as circulated, were 

approved by David Durran, seconded by Nora Burton. 

   Matters arising: 

Item 2a  

No information has been received regarding improving the red boxes on the 

A5199. 

 

Item 3 viii 

The Chair has checked the Green and all seems in order for the time being.  

The diseased Horse Chestnut was felled following a Five Day Notice as it 

was dangerous.  The Ash tree was felled earlier today (6 December) after 

following the full planning notice process.  Firewood for residents was 

available as before. 

 

Mud on Church Lane is the responsibility of landowners, who are not the 

Durrans.  Residents are asked to continue to use LCC for such matters. 

 

Item 4 

Grass verge cutting - costs have not been provided by LCC.  The Chair has 

obtained one verbal estimate from Mow How for the village centre verges 

which is five hours @ £15 per hour, eight times a year totalling £600.00.  

No decision can be made until information from LCC is received. 

  3 

(i) Reports: 

Village Hall 

Martin Littlejones reported that exterior decorating will be done in the 

Spring.  It is becoming more difficult to balance the books as some 

regular bookings have been lost and energy bills are getting more 

expensive.  Martin is looking into new suppliers. 

  (ii) PCC 

David Durran thanked everyone for supporting the recent coffee morning 

which raised £900.  The Quinquennial survey is due next year.  There is 

a shortlist of candidates for the post of new vicar being drawn up.  The 

Carol Service, with the Wigston Band, this year is on Sunday 23 December 

at 6.00pm. 

  (iii) Community Association 

Richard Kew reported that the Children’s Christmas Party is on Saturday 

8 December.  There will be Carol Singing round the Christmas tree on the 

Village Green on Christmas Eve. 



 

 

  (iv) Website 

Bob Spree reported that photographs and information continue to be loaded 

on to the website which is one of the most active in the county.  The Chair 

said credit for this is due to Gloria Reynolds and Bob Spree and urged 

everyone to keep using the website. 

  (v) Broadband 

Phil Poncelet reported that 31-35 people responded regarding superfast 

broadband. He was not overly positive about receiving funding from HDC.  

Neville Hall had supplied a map of where a mast could go and this needs 

to be on a building.  Planning permission would need to be obtained.  

Access via a Satellite is still an option.  Thanks were recorded to Eugene 

O’Connell and Phil Poncelet for their work on this. 

  (vi) Flag project 

Copies of a document entitled ‘Finalising the Shearsby Flag Design 

Project’  - Document 1 had been distributed to everyone present.  The 

printed sheet outlined the process of getting to the finished product and 

described the elements of the final design as demonstrated by Alice on 

5 June at our Diamond Jubilee celebrations on the Village Green. 

 

Use of the Shearsby flag and copyright were highlighted and discussed.  

Nigel Walker was asked to clarify non-commercial use with regard to 

fundraising.  He said that any of the village organisations or 

individuals can use the image in their literature or printed on to an 

object that was for personal use or a gift for family or friends.  Any 

business would need written permission from the Parish Meeting or Council 

to use the image for profit otherwise they would be infringing the 

copyright. 

 

A vote was taken on the following motion: 

‘Does the meeting consent to the image of the flag being made available 

to Shearsby residents for local non-commercial use within the provisions 

of the Copyright Designs and Patens Act 1988’.   The motion was carried 

with a show of hands 44 in favour, none against. 

 

An image of the flag will be placed on the Shearsby website together with 

all the designs that were submitted as part of the project. 

 

As the first legal owner of the copyright the Parish Meeting would need 

to be consulted for any commercial use to ensure there was no infringement 

of the Act.  It was stated that fundraising and charitable events for the 

benefit of Shearsby Parish residents is classed as non-commercial use. 

  (vii) Defibrillator 

Jill Stanley reported that grants have been received of £1,000 from LCC 

and £300 from the Willett Fund.  Installation is due in January or 

February 2013.  The Parish Meeting will pay from its reserves 

approximately £600. 

  (viii) Chair’s report 

Tall Trees 

An amended planning application was refused because of HDC Core Strategies 

CS11 and CS17 - the design and scale would be out of keeping with the 

appearance and the character of adjacent buildings and would detract from 

the Shearsby conservation area.  The Conservation Character statement 

and map is essential information for all concerned.  This should no longer 

remain filed away and Gloria Reynolds will arrange for this to be displayed 

on the Parish website.  The Chair will also display a laminated copy on 

the village noticeboard.  10% of village centre properties are Grade II 

listed.  The site visit made by the HDC Planning Committee was essential 

and the three presentations and dozen residents in support were all very 

important.  HDC Officers were recommending approval of this amended 

application and Cllr Hall was of the view that it might be approved.  The 

Chair thanked Mrs Jeffery for many hours of work including managing the 



 

 

EGM. 

   Fenny Lane Gate 

Mrs Jeffery had received a letter today saying that the Council will be 

looking into the metal gate which should have been wood.  The Chair 

emphasised the need to ensure planning enforcement was seen by residents 

as an important part of the planning process. 

   Grass Cutting of the Green 

Mow How has submitted a written quote for 2013.  There is a £2.00 increase 

per visit to £50.00.  The meeting approved the increased charge. 

   Village Green Wall 

This wall is in need of repair.  A verbal ‘quote’ of £1,000 - £2,000 has 

been given by S Hill.  The replacement of wall figure he has indicated 

is c£40,000.  Jon Gunnell has been contacted to identify who owns what.  

Part of the solution might involve digging a trench behind the wall.  The 

Chair and Jon Gunnell have met and Jon is now looking into the options.  

Mrs Jeffery said the wall was made from Shearsby brick and there were 

special considerations given to the composition of the mortar when it was 

pointed up in 1995.  There were drainage pipes in the wall which became 

blocked. 

   Ownership of Assets 

Village Green - Mavis Jeffery and the CEO of HDC are named on the Land 

Registry.  There is no mention of Mrs Jeffery in relation to being Parish 

Meeting Chair.  The Chair understands this is incorrect and needs 

resolving at some point.  The following are listed - in Document 2 - as 

the Parish Meeting assets, for review in case of omissions: 

 

     Estimated Value £ 

 Village Hall    450,000 

 Parish Green    200,000 

 Parish Green Wall     40,000 

 2 Noticeboards (£1,500 each)      3,000 

 6 Benches (£500 each)       3,000 

 6 Streetlights (£700 each)      4,200 

 Flagpole and flags       2,500  

      _______ 

                 £702,800 

 

Bob Spree suggested the addition of the Telephone Box. 

The Defibrillator will need to be added in the future.  The Chair said 

the estimated value helps residents see how successful this community has 

been over decades in establishing these assets.  The big question now is 

how to maintain them. 

   Request 

Jane Henderson, Fenny Lane, has asked to use the Village Green for a 

marquee on 4 May 2013 for a wedding.  Mrs Jeffery said that a vote is not 

necessary as the green is open to use by all residents but permission, 

if permission is needed, was agreed by the Meeting. 

  5 Financial report and precept 2013/14: 

The Chair and Rob Lamin met to review the budget.  All is going according 

to budget as shown in the two spreadsheets which provide the overview.  

Regulations may change next year due to a Central Government decision 

which might mean a Special meeting might have to be called in 2013.  The 

Chair asked that the meeting agree the Precept of £4,500 for the 

forthcoming year, which is the same as the current year.  This was agreed. 

  4 Governance Review: 

 

The Chair informed the meeting that Knaptoft has decided to remain a Parish 

Meeting and therefore this item was not requiring discussion. 

 

The Chair asked members of the Working Party to come to the front. The 

Chair introduced the five members:  Ann O’Connell, David Austin, Ralf 



 

 

Dahm, David Durran and Martin Reynolds who had sent his apologies. 

 

The Chair brought to the attention of the meeting a letter from David 

Garratt (Document 3 - as already circulated at the meeting.  A copy is 

available from the Chair.   The Chair reminded the meeting that the matter 

of the future of Shearsby Parish Meeting had been raised and/or discussed 

on the following occasions: 

 

(i) 8 December 2011 Parish Meeting Chair’s Report  (item 7) 

(ii) 8 March 2012  Parish Meeting item 4 

(iii) 19 March 2012  Letter sent to residents 

(iv) 5 April 2012  Public Meeting on Future of Parish Meeting 

(v) 10 May 2012  Parish Meeting item 4.2 

(vi) 17 May 2012  Working Party meeting open to residents 

(vii) 6 September 2012 Parish Meeting - Interim Report circulated from 

    Working Party item 3 (vi) 

(viii) 22 November 2012 Working Party Open Meeting 

 

The Chair then explained that the item had been included on the Agenda 

and hand delivered and/or posted to all residents in good time for voting 

on.  Two days before the meeting Mr Spree had circulated to most residents 

a two page document. 

 

The Chair had in response to that request contacted HDC and having 

clarified the information, circulated an email, which was delivered to 

residents without email who regularly attended Parish Meetings.  The 

email explained that if a Poll was called it would be conducted by HDC 

at a cost in the region of £2,000.00 which would have to be paid by the 

Parish Meeting.  The Poll would be able to be conducted in time for HDC’s 

governance review deadline. 

 

The Chair asked the Working Party to lead on this part of the meeting. 

David Durran presented their report.  Points outlined included: 

The Parish Meeting is too big a burden for one person 

The option of having a Parish Meeting and a Clerk is not possible 

Converting to a Parish Council gives the village greater powers in certain 

areas 

Members of the Working Party attended an Arnesby Parish Council meeting 

- the clerk works for approximately 4 hours per week.  They intend to 

observe other Parish Meetings in the New Year. 

 

David Durran said he has lived in the village for 64 years and would not 

recommend anything detrimental to the village.  The earliest date for a 

Parish Council would be 2015.  There would be a transition period with 

the Parish Meeting Chair supported by the Working Party.  There are five 

volunteers as required by a Parish Council.  Anyone who is on the 

electoral roll can stand for Council and they would stand for four years. 

 

Mrs Jeffery said that Cllr Hart suggested a visit to Cotesbach who have 

a Parish Meeting 30 minutes before their Parish Council. The Working Party 

may go to look. 

 

At the end of four years, councillors are voted on at a village meeting 

and can be removed by the village.   There are two years in which future 

councillors can shadow the Parish Chair to learn the job and also undertake 

possible training.  A clerk should be able to manage on no more than 4 

hours per week - rated at £8-9 per hour depending on experience.  There 

is no going back once we become a Council. 

 

Bob Spree asked to make a presentation.  The Chair asked if everyone had 

received his document and all confirmed except Keith and Anne Beeson. 



 

 

 

The Chair explained to Mr Spree that whilst she agreed with what she 

thought were his intentions in seeking free speech, the tone of the 

document was considered to be abusive and offensive by the Chair and 

members of the Working Party.  Mr Spree was invited to make his 

presentation. 

 

Mr Spree apologized for any offence caused by his document and 

congratulated Mrs Jeffery and Sylvia Reid for their work. 

 

Mr Spree explained at length various Parish Meetings which existed in the 

country which had clerks.  His conclusion was that the solution was to 

seek delegated powers to employ a clerk and have a volunteer chair.  Ann 

O’Connell replied they had tried to get an answer from HDC regarding 

employing such a clerk but HDC never clarified their answer.  Mrs Jeffery 

then explained she had had to go to Westminster to get powers of Council.  

Parish Chairs cannot be held responsible for any financial 

irregularities. 

 

The Chair opened the discussion to the floor.  The lengthy discussion 

explored the model Mr Spree was suggesting.  Mr Price was worried that 

a village could be run by someone who did not know the village and the 

Chair would become disenfranchised and therefore limited in their powers.   

 

Mr Littlejones reminded the meeting that there was additional work other 

than managing the meetings which David Garratt’s letter did not seem to 

explore.  It was this workload which needed sharing which was the real 

issue under discussion. 

 

The Chair reminded the Meeting that the Village Hall, Community 

Association and PCC were all run successfully by teams.  The Chair asked 

the meeting what was the concern about having a team as found in a Parish 

Council. 

 

Mr Speight was concerned about secrecy and that he did not want decisions 

or strategies discussed in private. 

 

The Chair asked the Meeting for any examples of what such private meetings 

would be but no examples were given. 

 

Lynn Price Williams said that her main concern was democracy.  It was 

however difficult for her to ask something of someone if she wasn’t 

prepared to do it herself.  For that reason she could not ask someone to 

be Chair of the Parish Meeting. 

 

After nearly one hour’s discussion the Chair asked the Meeting if it felt 

it now wanted to vote.  A request for a paper vote was accepted.   

 

 

The result of the vote;  ‘Are you in favour of forming a Parish Council 

as recommended by the Working Party’ was: 

 5 abstentions          9  No        38 Yes 

 

The Chair did not cast a vote. 

 

Mr Spree then asked for a Poll based on a list of signatures he had gathered 

prior to the meeting.  Mr Johnson then reminded the meeting that Mr 

Spree’s document clarified how a Poll is called.   ‘The  (ie this) 

request for a Poll cannot be subject to a vote at the meeting’  (page one 

of Mr Spree’s document already circulated), and that ten people present 

at the Parish Meeting needed to call for a Poll.  The Chair then asked 



 

 

if there were ten people in the Meeting to call for a Poll.  No others 

came forward to support Mr Spree’s call for a Poll. 

  6 Any other business: 

Trees need planting on the Green to replace those that have been felled. 

  7 The Chair wished Happy Christmas to all residents. 
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Carol Service, with the Wigston Band, this year is on Sunday 23 December 

at 6.00pm. 

  (iii) Community Association 

Richard Kew reported that the Children’s Christmas Party is on Saturday 

8 December.  There will be Carol Singing round the Christmas tree on the 

Village Green on Christmas Eve. 

  (iv) Website 

Bob Spree reported that photographs and information continue to be loaded 

on to the website which is one of the most active in the county.  The Chair 

said credit for this is due to Gloria Reynolds and Bob Spree and urged 

everyone to keep using the website. 

  (v) Broadband 

Phil Poncelet reported that 31-35 people responded regarding superfast 

broadband. He was not overly positive about receiving funding from HDC.  

Neville Hall had supplied a map of where a mast could go and this needs 

to be on a building.  Planning permission would need to be obtained.  

Access via a Satellite is still an option.  Thanks were recorded to Eugene 

O’Connell and Phil Poncelet for their work on this. 

  (vi) Flag project 

Copies of a document entitled ‘Finalising the Shearsby Flag Design 

Project’  - Document 1 had been distributed to everyone present.  The 

printed sheet outlined the process of getting to the finished product and 

described the elements of the final design as demonstrated by Alice on 

5 June at our Diamond Jubilee celebrations on the Village Green. 

 

Use of the Shearsby flag and copyright were highlighted and discussed.  

Nigel Walker was asked to clarify non-commercial use with regard to 

fundraising.  He said that any of the village organisations or 

individuals can use the image in their literature or printed on to an 

object that was for personal use or a gift for family or friends.  Any 

business would need written permission from the Parish Meeting or Council 

to use the image for profit otherwise they would be infringing the 

copyright. 
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‘Does the meeting consent to the image of the flag being made available 

to Shearsby residents for local non-commercial use within the provisions 

of the Copyright Designs and Patens Act 1988’.   The motion was carried 

with a show of hands 44 in favour, none against. 

 

An image of the flag will be placed on the Shearsby website together with 

all the designs that were submitted as part of the project. 

 

As the first legal owner of the copyright the Parish Meeting would need 

to be consulted for any commercial use to ensure there was no infringement 

of the Act.  It was stated that fundraising and charitable events for the 

benefit of Shearsby Parish residents is classed as non-commercial use. 

  (vii) Defibrillator 

Jill Stanley reported that grants have been received of £1,000 from LCC 

and £300 from the Willett Fund.  Installation is due in January or 

February 2013.  The Parish Meeting will pay from its reserves 

approximately £600. 

  (viii) Chair’s report 

Tall Trees 

An amended planning application was refused because of HDC Core Strategies 

CS11 and CS17 - the design and scale would be out of keeping with the 

appearance and the character of adjacent buildings and would detract from 

the Shearsby conservation area.  The Conservation Character statement 

and map is essential information for all concerned.  This should no longer 

remain filed away and Gloria Reynolds will arrange for this to be displayed 

on the Parish website.  The Chair will also display a laminated copy on 



 

 

the village noticeboard.  10% of village centre properties are Grade II 

listed.  The site visit made by the HDC Planning Committee was essential 

and the three presentations and dozen residents in support were all very 

important.  HDC Officers were recommending approval of this amended 

application and Cllr Hall was of the view that it might be approved.  The 

Chair thanked Mrs Jeffery for many hours of work including managing the 

EGM. 

   Fenny Lane Gate 

Mrs Jeffery had received a letter today saying that the Council will be 

looking into the metal gate which should have been wood.  The Chair 

emphasised the need to ensure planning enforcement was seen by residents 

as an important part of the planning process. 

   Grass Cutting of the Green 

Mow How has submitted a written quote for 2013.  There is a £2.00 increase 

per visit to £50.00.  The meeting approved the increased charge. 

   Village Green Wall 

This wall is in need of repair.  A verbal ‘quote’ of £1,000 - £2,000 has 

been given by S Hill.  The replacement of wall figure he has indicated 

is c£40,000.  Jon Gunnell has been contacted to identify who owns what.  

Part of the solution might involve digging a trench behind the wall.  The 

Chair and Jon Gunnell have met and Jon is now looking into the options.  

Mrs Jeffery said the wall was made from Shearsby brick and there were 

special considerations given to the composition of the mortar when it was 

pointed up in 1995.  There were drainage pipes in the wall which became 

blocked. 

   Ownership of Assets 

Village Green - Mavis Jeffery and the CEO of HDC are named on the Land 

Registry.  There is no mention of Mrs Jeffery in relation to being Parish 

Meeting Chair.  The Chair understands this is incorrect and needs 

resolving at some point.  The following are listed - in Document 2 - as 

the Parish Meeting assets, for review in case of omissions: 
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The Chair asked the Working Party to lead on this part of the meeting. 
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Converting to a Parish Council gives the village greater powers in certain 
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- the clerk works for approximately 4 hours per week.  They intend to 
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possible training.  A clerk should be able to manage on no more than 4 

hours per week - rated at £8-9 per hour depending on experience.  There 

is no going back once we become a Council. 

 

Bob Spree asked to make a presentation.  The Chair asked if everyone had 

received his document and all confirmed except Keith and Anne Beeson. 

 

The Chair explained to Mr Spree that whilst she agreed with what she 

thought were his intentions in seeking free speech, the tone of the 

document was considered to be abusive and offensive by the Chair and 

members of the Working Party.  Mr Spree was invited to make his 

presentation. 

 

Mr Spree apologized for any offence caused by his document and 

congratulated Mrs Jeffery and Sylvia Reid for their work. 

 

Mr Spree explained at length various Parish Meetings which existed in the 

country which had clerks.  His conclusion was that the solution was to 

seek delegated powers to employ a clerk and have a volunteer chair.  Ann 

O’Connell replied they had tried to get an answer from HDC regarding 

employing such a clerk but HDC never clarified their answer.  Mrs Jeffery 

then explained she had had to go to Westminster to get powers of Council.  

Parish Chairs cannot be held responsible for any financial 

irregularities. 

 

The Chair opened the discussion to the floor.  The lengthy discussion 

explored the model Mr Spree was suggesting.  Mr Price was worried that 

a village could be run by someone who did not know the village and the 

Chair would become disenfranchised and therefore limited in their powers.   

 

Mr Littlejones reminded the meeting that there was additional work other 

than managing the meetings which David Garratt’s letter did not seem to 

explore.  It was this workload which needed sharing which was the real 

issue under discussion. 

 

The Chair reminded the Meeting that the Village Hall, Community 

Association and PCC were all run successfully by teams.  The Chair asked 

the meeting what was the concern about having a team as found in a Parish 

Council. 

 

Mr Speight was concerned about secrecy and that he did not want decisions 

or strategies discussed in private. 

 

The Chair asked the Meeting for any examples of what such private meetings 

would be but no examples were given. 

 

Lynn Price Williams said that her main concern was democracy.  It was 

however difficult for her to ask something of someone if she wasn’t 

prepared to do it herself.  For that reason she could not ask someone to 

be Chair of the Parish Meeting. 

 

After nearly one hour’s discussion the Chair asked the Meeting if it felt 

it now wanted to vote.  A request for a paper vote was accepted.   

 

 

The result of the vote;  ‘Are you in favour of forming a Parish Council 

as recommended by the Working Party’ was: 

 5 abstentions          9  No        38 Yes 

 

The Chair did not cast a vote. 

 



 

 

Mr Spree then asked for a Poll based on a list of signatures he had gathered 

prior to the meeting.  Mr Johnson then reminded the meeting that Mr 

Spree’s document clarified how a Poll is called.   ‘The  (ie this) 

request for a Poll cannot be subject to a vote at the meeting’  (page one 

of Mr Spree’s document already circulated), and that ten people present 

at the Parish Meeting needed to call for a Poll.  The Chair then asked 

if there were ten people in the Meeting to call for a Poll.  No others 

came forward to support Mr Spree’s call for a Poll. 

  6 Any other business: 

Trees need planting on the Green to replace those that have been felled. 

  7 The Chair wished Happy Christmas to all residents. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.05pm 


