
 

 

MINUTES of Meeting 

Held on Thursday 6 September 2012 

in Shearsby Village Hall 

7.30 - 9.15pm 

 

 

In attendance:  19 residents and Councillors Neville Hall & Graham Hart 

(from 8.15pm), Leicestershire County Council.  PCSOs Nicola Baker and 

Neil Patel - Item 1 only 

 

 

Welcome and introduction: 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Thanks were expressed to 

Cllrs Neville Hunt & Graham Hart for attending the meeting. 

 

PCSO Nicola Baker, following appointment to the area, introduced herself 

and outlined the current focus of the Police Community Support Officers 

which includes: 

Catalytic converter thefts - marking kits and advice are available 

Neighbourhood Alert and Crime Prevention Services - leaflets were 

available at the meeting 

Call 101 - This is a national non-emergency number, for advice and help 

on all issues.  Emergency number remains as 999. 

 

A thank you letter to the village received from Sarah Russell, Postie was 

read to the meeting, thanking everyone for their good wishes and support 

during Sarah’s recent absence through illness. 

 

Apologies for the meeting were received from: 

David and Liz Austin, Mavis Jeffery, Alan Bird, Ann Blaine, Bob Spree, 

Jon Gunnell, Roger Charles, Margaret Godsmark, David Bramwell, Eileen 

Dahme, Liz Vostanis, Gloria Reynolds and Jill Littlejones. 

  2 Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meetings held on 10 May 2012 were accepted as a true 

record.  Proposed by Martin Reynolds and seconded by Paul Chawner. 

   Matters arising: 

  a) Regarding red road warning boxes on A5199 and sightlines, Cllr Hart 

subsequently reported to the meeting.  The HDC view is that the red road 

boxes are expensive and not durable.  Signage is being reviewed by HDC 

and opinions sought on the effectiveness of additional signing. 

  b) The Shearsby Flag project is now complete and the resulting flag was 

on display at the meeting.  The Flag group worked with the Community 

Artist to illustrate the main parts of the designs submitted and symbols 

from the designs originally voted for by villagers.  In addition, 

commemorative bunting has been made using all the symbols from 

contributions. 

 

It was agreed that the Chair will organise obtaining the copyright and 

possible digital image from the Community Artist and that the flag image 

will be loaded on to the Shearsby Village website and be available for 

letterhead and other appropriate use. 

 

 

 

 

 

  3 Reports: 

  (i) Broadband : 

Phil Poncelet advised that it is unlikely that highspeed broadband will 

be available in this area before 2017, but the local group will continue 

to press for provision in this area, for business, leisure and educational 



 

 

use.  Alternatives include installation of dishes for satellite links and 

other systems, possibly for use by the six villages. The cost would be 

several thousand pounds but greatly improved speeds would be achieved.  

More information will provided when available. 

 

Cllr Hall advised of the potential through the existing fibre-optic cable 

to the aerodrome and Kibworth.  HDC is investigating this.  £400k has 

been promised by HDC to provide highspeed broadband in the county. 

 

The importance and relevance of highspeed broadband was emphasised, 

giving instant on-line access to health facilities, education, banks, 

downloading for leisure and shopping etc. 

 

Website: 

Martin Reynolds requested that information on village events be sent to 

Gloria Reynolds in advance of the event to enable this to be loaded to 

the village website.   

Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:dabattybrit@yahoo.co.uk  
" ��dabattybrit@yahoo.co.uk�  T: 0116 247 9717.  Regular hits on the 

website are being achieved. 

  (ii) Finances and Annual return: 

A detailed financial statement was available at the meeting.  At 31 August 

2012 the balance held is £5,622.60.  Details of receipts and payments were 

outlined.  The annual audit is complete and the confirmation certificate 

will be posted on the village notice-board.  Full accounts and annual 

return information is available from Rob Lamin on request.  Thanks are 

recorded to Rob Lamin for the work undertaken. 

  (iii) Community Association: 

Richard Kew outlined recent events.  A Diamond Jubilee event was held on 

the Green in June, despite the weather many villagers attended and 

enjoyed.  Live on the Green was held in August and after a slow start 

ticket sales were good, achieving £3k profit for the Community 

Association.  In addition £400 will be sent to LOROS as the proceeds of 

the sale of gazebo sites.  Thanks are recorded to Richard Kew, Keith 

Beeson and Nick Lewin for the events held.  It was agreed that the work 

of the Community Association is an invaluable contribution to the village. 

  (iv) SVHCT: 

Martin Littlejones reported and advised that the contingency fund for the 

Village Hall Trust remains at £5k.  External decorating has been arranged 

and will commence either in the Autumn or Spring next year.  Villagers 

are reminded of the availability for village events.   Weekly use by 

Homestart has now ended due to funding cuts. 

 

Information will be available on the village notice-board on the need for 

Community Coaches and training courses available for those interested. 

 

All present agreed that the Parish Meeting contribute the sum of £100 for 

a notice-board to be placed in the foyer of the hall.  This will be 

specifically for village events and initiatives.  Thanks are recorded to 

Martin Littlejones for his continuing work with all village hall matters. 

  (v) PCC: 

David Durran confirmed that the Rev Andy Rhoades has now left and the Rev 

Brian Davies is covering during the interregnum period.  Contact can be 

made through David Durran during this period. 

 

The recent Safari Supper raised over £400 and the Village Fete held on 

2 September raised a record £2,637.06. 

 

Thanks are recorded to everyone who contributed in any way through 

participation, donation and help on the day.  The efforts and 

contributions by villagers are much appreciated. 



 

 

 

The Harvest Festival will be held in the Church on 16 September and the 

Harvest Supper will be in the Village Hall on Monday evening 17 September.  

Tickets are available from Ann Charles. 

 

Rob Lamin thanked David Durran and all involved in the Village Fete for 

the donation of goods and items left over at the Fete which have been 

received by the charity Emmaus.  Details of Emmaus have been circulated 

to villagers and a Coffee morning is being held on Saturday 15 September 

where more details and Emmaus representatives will be present. 

 

Thanks are recorded to David Durran for his work with the PCC and 

continuing contribution to the village. 

  (vi) Working Party on Parish Meeting v Parish Council: 

A detailed report on the findings of the working party was circulated at 

the meeting.  It was agreed this will be available on the village website.  

Options include remaining as a Parish Meeting; remaining a Parish Meeting 

and employing a clerk; or Forming a Parish Council.  Details have been 

forwarded to HDC to register interest in the Community Governance Review 

taking place.  Clarification of the options available to Shearsby will 

be presented to the December meeting. 

 

Cllr Hall said that the village needs to decide what it wants and in his 

opinion HDC would not object to the appointment of a clerk to the Parish 

Meeting.   

 

The Chair reiterated that the village has assets which are normally 

managed by a Parish Council and these represent a big responsibility for 

a Parish Meeting Chair. 

 

Martin Reynolds will organise a visit to Arnesby PC to see how a PC works. 

Thanks are recorded to Ann Blaine and the working party for the report 

produced. 

  (vii) Councillors’ report: 

Cllr Hart confirmed that David Parsons as Leader of Leics County Council 

has resigned and Cllr Neil Rushton is acting as temporary Leader.  

Elections will take place in May 2013. 

 

Cllr Hall advised that government and local council cost cutting 

continues.  The HDC offices are being reviewed.  A new policy on waste 

collection will shortly be introduced and it is considered this will be 

more efficient and will save money.  HDC are one of the top recycling 

councils in the country.  New technology will enable more efficient 

sorting routines to include sorting plastics.  The brown bins for food 

were not successful and will be withdrawn.  Full details of the new 

arrangements will be circulated to all households.  Thanks are recorded 

to the Councillors for their attendance and the work being undertaken. 

  (viii) Chair’s report: 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Chair, as a ‘competent 

person’ will undertake regular and annual Health and Safety inspections 

of grasscutting, weeding of play area, strimming and The Green area 

generally.  Evidence will be collected for presentation to the insurers 

as required. 

 

There is currently a problem with a horse chestnut tree on the green.  The 

tree is being inspected and will be dealt with appropriately. 

 

As clarification for residents, the Highways Act 1980 specifies that mud 

and debris on the road is the responsibility of the landowner and not the 

contractors.  It is up to the landowner to instruct the contractors 

working for them on relevant issues. 



 

 

  4 Grass verges: 

Cllr Hart explained that HDC undertake road edge cutting and the village 

verges within the 30mph boundary.  Work is done on a priority basis 

relating to road visibility.  A specific number of cuts is contracted but 

there have been specific growth problems this year because of the wet 

weather. 

 

The Chair outlined a letter received from Mavis Jeffery outlining concerns 

about the service this year. 

 

Cllr Hart will obtain permission for the Parish Meeting to speak to the 

contractor to determine the cost to the village of both current and 

additional verge and road edge cutting.  Further information will be 

provided to the next meeting for review. 

 

The Chair said that kerb stones were loose at the end of Fenny Lane and 

Main Street and the village needed to decide whether kerb protection was 

needed as in other villages eg posts along the edge of verges. 

  5 

a) Defibrillator Proposal: 

The following proposal was put to the meeting: 

 

‘That the Shearsby Village Meeting purchases a Defibrillator to be sited 

in the telephone box and that the Community Heartbeat Trust be asked to 

facilitate this and provide an awareness evening for the whole village’.   

Proposed by Jill Stanley and seconded by Nellie Durran. 

 

The total cost is £1,900 which would be part funded by an application to 

the LCC Big Society for a grant of £1,000 plus a request to the PCC for 

a contribution of £300 from the Willet Sick Fund.  The Chair proposed and 

it was agreed that the Parish Meeting fund the shortfall of approximately 

£600 and will act as guarantor as required for grant applications. 

 

It was emphasised that the equipment is important to a rural community 

as early defibrillation is vital.  All present agreed that acquisition 

is a high priority. 

 

All present at the meeting agreed that a Defibrillator is purchased and 

sited in the telephone box.   

 

Barry Jones has volunteered to deal with the necessary power installation.  

Fundraising events would be held in the future to fund maintenance costs 

which are relatively small. 

 

Jill Stanley will progress this and invite Community Heartbeat Trust to 

provide two awareness sessions in the village, possibly one evening and 

one Saturday morning session to enable all interested villagers to take 

part. 

  b) It was further proposed that St John’s Ambulance or an appropriate 

organisation be invited to hold a First Aid - Training for Villagers 

evening.   Details will be presented to the next meeting. 

  6 

a) Any other business: 

The latest RCC newsletter was available at the meeting, together with 

raffle tickets to purchase. 

  b) An on-line petition has been launched to support the ‘Keep HSBC in 

Kibworth’ campaign.  Details are available on-line to those interested. 

  c) The Chair announced her intention to stand down as Parish Meeting 

Chair in May 2013 by which time it is hoped that the Working Party and 

the Parish Meeting will be able to determine the way forward for the 

village. 



 

 

  7 Date of next meeting: 

Thursday 6 December 2012 

7.30pm in the Village Hall 


