
 

 

 

MINUTES of Annual General Meeting  

and Ordinary General Meeting 

Held on Thursday 10 May 2012 

in Shearsby Village Hall 

7.30 - 9.15pm 

 

 

In attendance:  22 residents & Councillor Graham Hart, Leicestershire 

County Council. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 

7.30pm - 7.50pm 

  1 Welcome and apologies: 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr 

Graham Hart for attending the meeting. 

 

Apologies were received from: 

David Bramwell, Mavis Jeffery, David Durran, Margaret Godsmark, Sue 

Timms, Jill Littlejones, Brenda Spree and Gloria Reynolds. 

  2 Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2011 as previously 

circulated, were accepted as a true record. 

  3 Financial report to 31 March 2012: 

Rob Lamin summarised the financial information circulated.  Expenditure 

for the year at £4.8k has slightly exceeded income at £4.5k and the balance 

carried forward is £6k. 

 

Summary figures are included in the Annual Report which will be submitted 

for audit.  Full financial information will be available in the Village 

Hall at a date to be advised. 

Jill Stanley proposed that the accounts to 31 March 2012 be accepted, this 

was seconded by Martin Littlejones and agreed by all present. 

  4 

4.1 Chair’s report: 

Sylvia Reid reviewed the past year as Parish Meeting Chair.  Formal thanks 

are recorded to the following: 

Community Association 

Parochial Church Council team 

Village Hall Committee, with special thanks to Martin Littlejones as long 

serving Chairman 

Green space improvers for work done on The Narrows, Fenny Lane & signposts 

Website maintainers 

Improving Broadband team 

Parish meeting team, including Jill Stanley and Ann Lamin 

Rob Lamin for compiling financial information 

  4.2 The options and potential to form a Parish Council were discussed 

at a meeting held on 5 April 2012 and a working group is moving this 

forward.  This group is meeting on Thursday 17 April 2012 at 7.30pm in 

the Village Hall and village residents are welcome to attend. 

 

Options to be reviewed include: 

Working towards formation of a Parish Council 

Continue Parish Meeting and working with a committee/team structure 

Joining with another village Parish Council 

 

The Chairman stressed the importance of managing Shearsby Village’s 

valuable assets,  with long term and succession planning to maintain and 

achieve this. 

 

In summary, the Chairman felt that the past year had been productive and 



 

 

the work and activities involved were working well but are a continuous 

learning curve.   

  5 Election of Chair 2012/13: 

Sylvia Reid stood down as Parish Meeting Chair and Richard Kew took over 

as meeting Chairman. 

 

Ann Lamin proposed a vote of thanks to Sylvia Reid for her work and 

commitment to Shearsby Village and this was endorsed by all present. 

 

Richard Kew asked for nominations for the position of Parish Meeting 

Chairman.  Jill Stanley proposed Sylvia Reid and this was seconded by Rob 

Lamin.  Sylvia Reid accepted the nomination, and there being no further 

nominations, the appointment was confirmed and agreed by all present. 

  6 Date of next AGM: 

Thursday 9 May 2013 

 

Dates of Parish Meetings: 

6 September 2012 

6 December 2012 

7 March 2013 

9 May 2013 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   



 

 

 

 

ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

8.00pm - 9.15pm 

 

In attendance:  22 residents & Councillor Graham Hart, Leicestershire 

County Council. 

  1 Apologies were received from: 

David Bramwell, Mavis Jeffery, David Durran, Margaret Godsmark, Sue 

Timms, Jill Littlejones, Brenda Spree and Gloria Reynolds. 

  2 Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2012 as previously circulated, 

were accepted as a true record.  Proposed by Rob Lamin and seconded by 

Richard Kew. 

   Matters arising: 

Cllr Hart reported later in the meeting on progress on red warning boxes 

on the A5199. 

Shearsby Community Flag has been finalised and sent to the printers.  This 

will be launched at the Village Jubilee Event on 5th June.  Thanks are 

recorded to the team involved. 

  3 Emergency First Aid Response: 

Presentation by Martin Fagan, National Secretary, Community Heartbeat 

Trust on Community Public Access Defibrillation. 

 

Full details are available on the village noticeboard and through � 

HYPERLINK "http://www.communityheartbeat.org.uk" 

��www.communityheartbeat.org.uk� 

 

Full information on the defibrillator equipment, the scheme, access and 

cost was outlined.  It was stressed that 999 should always be called in 

an emergency. 

 

Awareness sessions would be provided if the village proceeds with the 

scheme.  65 villages currently take part. 

 

The approximate costs would be £1,750 for the equipment, plus £150 fitting 

costs, plus an estimate of £30 per annum for ten years ie the projected 

life of the equipment. 

 

Requirements would be a team of volunteers, completion of weekly checks 

by volunteers on the equipment and monthly checks which would involve 

reports to the Ambulance service, and an annual check by the Ambulance 

Service. 

 

Insurance could be covered by addition to the Parish Meeting asset 

register or the Village Hall insurance or NFU will insure separately at 

a cost of approximately £30 pa.  Individuals involved are covered by NHS 

insurance as long as 999 is contacted in an emergency. 

 

There is the potential to access £1k of funding through the Big Society 

Community Fund. 

 

Following discussion, various alternative or additional options were 

outlined: 

First Aid Training for nominated villagers 

Message in a bottle scheme (where individuals maintain easily accessed 

details of medication or medical conditions in case of an emergency) 

Community Public Access Defibrillation 

 

It was agreed that these matters will be included for discussion as a 

specific Agenda item at the next Parish Meeting on 6 September 2012. 



 

 

 

Thanks were expressed to Martin Fagan for outlining the details and 

answering the many questions and queries posed at the meeting, and to Jill 

Stanley for organising the presentation. 

  4 

4.1 Reports: 

Leicestershire County Council: 

Cllr Graham Hart advised that LCC will review measures to supersede the 

red warning strips on the A5199.  Sightlines onto Bath Lane and the A5199 

will also be reviewed but action taken is currently dependent on accident 

statistics and is therefore reactive rather than proactive.  Problems 

arise mainly through bad and high speed driving.  Cllr Hart will progress 

a review of the sightlines with the Environment and Transport department 

of LCC. 

 

The Chairman said that the Fire Officer resident in the village is looking 

to raise awareness of road dangers in schools and would appreciate LCC 

support. 

   Confusion over continued maintenance and funding of the village 

website platform by the LCC was outlined.  It was confirmed that training 

and set up is no longer available and a private funder may now be offering 

the service.  Cllr Hart will confirm the situation and formal 

confirmation from the LCC of the situation was requested. 

  4.2 High Speed Broadband: 

Phil Poncelet and team are providing information to support increased 

broadband access for rural areas.  Harborough District Council is keen 

to build a case for improvement.  Villagers are requested to outline 

business needs where appropriate to Phil Poncelet as soon as possible.  

E:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:phil@poncelet.co.uk" ��phil@poncelet.co.uk�  

  4.3 Village Hall: 

The AGM of the Shearsby Village Hall Charitable Trust was held immediately 

prior to the Parish Meetings and a full report was outlined at that 

meeting. 

  4.4 Finances: 

Full details were outlined at the Parish Meeting AGM held immediately 

prior to this meeting.  Copies of financial information were circulated 

and available at the meeting. 

  4.5 Community Association: 

Invitations are on the noticeboard and will be circulated to everyone to 

the Shearsby Jubilee Event on 5th June on the Village Green.  The event 

will include a band, marquee, children’s races and fancy dress.  Bring 

your own gazebo and picnic and enjoy the evening.  The new Community Flag 

will be launched and raised. 

  4.6 PCC: 

Nellie Durran confirmed that the Village Fete will be held on Sunday 2 

September. 

  5 

5.1 

 

 

 

5.2 

 

5.3 Any other business: 

Roger Charles advised that Morrison Utility Services had agreed to provide 

a sack of daffodil bulbs to replace daffodils dug up in the recent 

electricity cabling work.  Volunteers are wanted to plant these bulbs, 

possibly in the Autumn. 

 

Newly planted trees are growing well and are being maintained. 

 



 

 

Roger Charles suggested work is needed to maintain the grass verges on 

entry to the village as these are being eroded by incoming vehicles.  A 

possible scheme would be to have stakes in the verges similar to those 

at Grimley and Foxton.  HDC Highways will put these in but there is a 

charge.  Cllr Hart will confirm the details and cost and this will be 

discussed at the next meeting. 

  5.4 The Chairman advised that details of the Public Transport Policy 

Review were available to view at the meeting, or on request. 

   There being no further business, thanks were expressed to everyone for 

their involvement and support and the meeting closed at 9.15pm 

  6 Next meeting: 

6 September 2012 


