
 

 

SHEARSBY PARISH MEETING 

 

MINUTES of Meeting 

Held on Thursday 8 March 2012 

in Shearsby Village Hall 

7.30 - 9.30pm 

 

 

In attendance:  20 residents and Councillor Graham Hart, Leicestershire 

County Council. 

 

1 Welcome and apologies: 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr 

Graham Hart for attending the meeting. 

 

Apologies were received from: 

Jon Gunnell, Cllr N Hall, David Durran, Brenda Spree, Alan & Gaynor 

Barnacle, Chris & Jan Collett, David & Liz Austin, Martin & Jill 

Littlejones, Margaret Godsmark and Matt Mensak. 

  2 Minutes of previous meeting: 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2011 were accepted as a true 

record. 

   

2.1 Matters arising: 

Public space 

The Church Lane corner sign has been reinstalled.  Thanks are recorded 

to Bob & James Sampson for fitting this free of charge. 

  2.2 Grass-cutting 

Because of the mild weather, grass-cutting will begin asap. 

  2.3 Street lighting 

E-on will replace light bulbs and do general maintenance but a replacement 

fitting would cost £3-500.  It was agreed not to purchase a new fitting 

but wait until this needs replacement. Thanks are recorded to Matt Mensak 

for his work on this. 

  2.4 Traffic issues 

Traffic issues on the Bruntingthorpe Road and the A5199 continue to be 

problematic and dangerous.  Cllr Graham Hart recommended approaching the 

County Council to request that the sightlines from the village exits be 

improved.  It was also agreed that the red warning road patches on the 

A5199 need replacement.  In addition it was agreed that the A5199 between 

the Saddington Road and the entrance to the village are recommended as 

double not single white lines as the road is hazardous.  The Chair will 

write to the County Council detailing the problems and recommendations. 

  2.5 Website 

Gloria Reynolds is looking into including extracts from the Minute Book 

on the Parish Minute archive area on the website.  The Minute Book will 

then be given to the Wigston Record Office. 

  2.6 Flag project 

The workshop on 11 February was very successful.  A good number of design 

entries have been received and these can be voted on, on Saturday 24 March 

between 5.00pm and 7.00pm.  It is intended that all remaining designs will 

be used in producing bunting to be used for the village hall and village 

events. 

 

A grant application for the flag project has been submitted and the result 

is due next week.   

 

Feedback from the workshop included forming a Shearsby Society which could 

help establish interest groups eg, History, Homely Markets, Gardeners, 

Local Swap club etc.   It is proposed, therefore, that this be an agenda 

item for a future meeting. 



 

 

  2.7 Planning 

There was considerable discussion and concern over the planning 

permission granted for vehicular access on Fenny Lane, made without a site 

visit and based on out of date Google maps by a depleted Planning 

Committee.  The outcome of this decision will need to be carefully 

monitored by residents across the village generally as heavy traffic may 

result from the decision.  Cllr Graham Hart undertook to speak to Neville 

Hall to ensure that a reply is sent to a letter submitted to the District 

Council Planning Committee some time ago by Mavis Jeffery. 

 

Cllr Hart advised that Highways does not make recommendations on minor 

roads, this is devolved to the District Council.  Gates can be put on to 

minor roads without planning permission. Highways have priority over 

ownership.  It is understood that the relevant strip of land was 

originally owned by residents but has subsequently been adopted by the 

District Council.  A suggestion to apply for weight restrictions on the 

access road was not thought to be appropriate as this would not be 

accepted. 

 

The plans now indicate the access will be 5.5 metres wide, and it was agreed 

that access by heavy agricultural vehicles through the village and along 

Fenny Lane is not feasible. 

 

Cllr Hart recommended that a letter be sent to the District Council 

requesting a site visit and an explanation of the planning permission by 

the Engineers. 

 

Residents said that the Engineers have previously indicated that they do 

not have the resources to make a visit. 

 

The Chair said that it is not the role of the Chair to undertake political 

lobbying and the position of Parish Meeting Chair does not carry any 

authority outside the meeting.  Previous phone calls have fallen on deaf 

ears and no response to letters has been received. 

 

Cllr Hart will liaise with the Chair to request a site visit to ensure 

residents’ concerns have been taken into account. 

 

Residents are encouraged to raise problems and issues relating to the 

planning permission granted for Fenny Lane, to District Councillor 

Neville Hall and County Councillor Graham Hart. 

  3 Reports: 

  3.1 Parochial Church Council: 

A report was received from David Durran.  Minor church maintenance has 

been undertaken.   

 

The Church Fete will be held on 2 September on the Green. 

 

The Church AGM will be held on 29 March at 7.30pm. 

 

The appointment of a Vicar is ongoing. 

 

In response to an earlier query, it was confirmed that the PCC holds Public 

Liability insurance for up to £5m.  A risk assessment on events is carried 

out. 

 

Details of church services are published in the Hexagon. 

 

Richard Kew, on behalf of the Community Association, and the Chair will 

liaise on the insurance cover provided by the Parish Council for village 

events and report to the next meeting. 



 

 

  3.2 Community Association: 

Planned events include: 

 

Mowers and Strimmers at the Chandlers on 12 March 

 

Ladies night at the Chandlers on 20 March 

 

Senior Citizens lunch in the Village Hall on 15 April 

 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee event on the Village Green on Tuesday 5 June 

(The Chandlers are holding a Beer Festival on Monday 4 June) 

 

Music on the Green on 18 August 

  3.3 Website: 

Bob Spree advised that a fee for the ongoing provision of the website by 

Leicestershire County Council will now be payable, but support for the 

website will continue. 

  3.4 SVHCT: 

The Shearsby Village Hall Charitable Trust AGM will be held in early May. 

  3.5 Lifesaving equipment: 

Jill Stanley advised on the potential for the provision of a Defibrillator 

in the GPO telephone box.  This is supported by the Community Heartbeat 

Trust.  Cost would be £1,700 + electricity (paid by BT for seven years) 

+ annual check + £250 every four years to replace the box + £20 for every 

pad used.  A £700 one-off cost would enable a system whereby up to ten 

people in the village could be notified when assistance is needed.  

Insurance for the equipment is covered by the Ambulance Service. 

 

Jill Stanley will arrange for a representative from the Community 

Heartbeat Trust to demonstrate the scheme and the equipment to the next 

meeting.  Residents will then be asked to vote on a decision in principal 

on whether or not to procure the equipment.  Appropriate fundraising 

would then need to be organised. 

  3.6 Finance: 

Rob Lamin circulated a detailed Receipts and Payments Account for the 

period from 1 April 2011 to 29 February 2012.  Expenditure totalled 

£4,715.34 and the balance of funds held is £6,210.93. 

  3.7 

(1) Chair: 

The membership renewal payment of £12.50 for the Rural Communities 

Newsletter was agreed. 

  (2) Details of the Chill Out Bus were outlined.  This effectively 

provides space for activities for young people and for meetings and is 

managed by Voluntary Action South Leicestershire.  Details are available 

from the Chair. 

  (3) Details of advertising costs for the Hexagon and print deadlines 

were outlined.  Details are available from Beryl Cane on 0116 2478136. 

  (4) Residents are asked, where possible and safe, to monitor any heavy 

vehicles coming through the village as it is understood this could be a 

fault of Garmin Satnav.  If appropriate, complaints can be made to the 

Satnav company.  Residents highlighted problems on vehicles heading for 

Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, entering the village from the A5199 and 

having to turn almost immediately to exit back on to the A5199.  

  (5) HDC Core Strategy to change from S106 where developers must 

contribute to a community project, to CIL, a community levy on individual 

properties was noted.  Press reports have indicated concerns raised.  

The decision is open to lobbying and may change. 

  (6) The Chair asked if anyone was interested in improving the grass 

verges and public spaces in the village to get in touch with her. 

  (7) Community Forum - LCC are committed to improving broadband 

connectivity but funding is not available.  Phil Poncelet has volunteered 



 

 

to work with a small group from Willoughby Waterleys to ensure Shearsby 

and the other five villages in the area are not forgotten.   

 

A questionnaire on broadband access and requirements is available for 

completion on:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.leics.gov.uk/broadband" 

��www.leics.gov.uk/broadband�  Residents are encouraged to complete 

this questionnaire. 

  3.8 Cllr Hart advised that rates are being held for 2012 and 2013. 

LCC has a programme of schools becoming academies. 

Due to funding cuts, Children’s and Young People’s services are now 

concentrating on the welfare of children and young people. 

  4 

 Parish Meetings and Parish Councils: 

  4.1 There was considerable discussion and debate on the collective view 

of the meeting on Parish Meetings and Parish Councils. 

 

It was agreed that collective requirements include: 

Togetherness  (community focus)  & communication 

Strength in numbers 

Provides for voices to be heard 

Good management of the village 

Representation of all views 

Dealing with outside agencies 

Financial control 

Agreed plans - support for the community and individuals 

  4.2 Parish meeting: 

Currently the Shearsby Parish Meeting Chair’s role is to manage five 

meetings per year (four meetings plus the AGM) and, where appropriate, 

act on behalf of the Parish Meeting.  In Shearsby’s case this means the 

Chair has to manage the day to day affairs involved with managing the 

Parish assets eg, liaise with E-on re lighting, Mow How with 

grass-cutting, Highways re general street maintenance ie pot holes, 

filling grit bin, insurance for Hall and Green, HCD Planning, preparation 

for each meeting, distribution of minutes and agenda and an overview of 

the accounts and preparation of the annual budget for the precept, and 

also the weekly and daily post, phone call enquiries and the notice-board.   

  4.3 The Chair emphasised that Shearsby Parish Meeting has over time 

acquired a range of valuable assets, the care of which needs managing and 

the SPM is therefore in practice more like a Parish Council than a Parish 

Meeting.  The Chair’s role is therefore currently overloaded and 

unsustainable in the long term. 

  4.4 Parish Council: 

This would comprise a minimum of five Councillors, one of whom would be 

elected as Chair, supported by one part time clerk (@£1700 pa for 4 hours 

per week).  The clerk would minute Council meetings and manage day to day 

running of the PC ie liaise with E-on, Mow-How, Highways, Insurance, 

Planning etc and ensure that the Chair acts legally.  Councillors would 

meet to discuss strategy, community developments, activities, planning 

and other local matters of interest.  A PC has the opportunity of 

establishing itself as a team where the workload can be shared and halved 

and the talents of a few ensure the community as a whole flourishes and 

is sustainable. There would still be a Parish Meeting held each year which 

would identify priorities. 

  4.5 Advantages/Disadvantages of a Parish Council: 

Discussions included the following points: 

An elected team carries more responsibility, the roles are recognised, 

carries more weight with public bodies and therefore has a stronger voice 

Parishes of 200 and over must elect a PC - Shearsby village currently has 

c183 residents, with several households single person occupied, and seven 

new houses to be completed and occupied.  It is reasonable to suggest that 

within two years a Shearsby PC will be a legal requirement 



 

 

As a PC, VAT can be reclaimed, but this would be balanced by the cost of 

a clerk 

Parish Councillors would have the authority to make decisions and take 

action 

Employment of a paid clerk, who would be appropriately trained and 

experienced, would be a considerable advantage and a valuable resource 

for the village.   

Village assets need management 

Concern that individuals would not have a vote if the PCs made the 

decisions 

Option might be to remain a PM but employ a part time clerk.  Clarification 

is needed on whether this could be funded through the Precept. 

All residents should be involved in the discussion as much as possible. 

A PC could strengthen democracy 

Legal issues and planning rules and regulations are constantly changing 

- professional expertise and support is needed - this could be done through 

a PM or a PC, but only a PC is recognised by local authorities 

Potential to appoint a Vice Chair of the PM and delegation of specific 

jobs 

A PC has no advantages - it is too soon to consider this. 

 

In summary, views were split with various issues on either recommendation. 

 

It was agreed that a meeting to discuss the future of Shearsby Parish 

Meeting and for the formation of a Parish Council be held on Thursday 5 

April 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  All residents are invited to 

attend. 

  5 Any other business: 

No further business was discussed. 

  6 Date of next meeting: 

Thursday 10 May 2012 

7.30pm in the Village Hall 

 


