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Easter Fire 
An Easter fire has not been the tradition of the local parish churches of the benefice in recent years and is proba-

bly mostly of a more catholic tradition, though if you research it you find that it covers many different traditions and a 
variety of practices.  In some places on the Continent it begins on Good Friday evening and is a big bonfire which is 
kept burning until Easter morning.  More often it is associated with the Easter Vigil which can start after sunset of Holy 
Saturday and continue into the morning of Easter Day.  The Easter Vigil is accompanied by the reading of the message 
of salvation with readings from the Old Testament of the Bible, telling how God was always planning a rescue from the 
captivity of evil for people, and how he did it through his Son. 

The Common Worship liturgy offers three alternatives all of which take place in the early hours                                       
of Easter Day.  The first is similar to the Easter tradition we have adopted in the last few years (though                                    
without a fire).  This is where a fire is lit outside the door of the church and from it the Easter Candle is                                     
lit. The resurrection is then proclaimed and a ‘Service of the Light’ follows, with the candle being 
passed through the congregation or individual candles being lit from the Easter Candle to bring the light  
of the  resurrection into the church. (We have simply lit the candle at the church door and passed it 
through the congregation). This may develop into a service similar to the Easter Vigil, or become a ser-
vice of Holy Communion. The second liturgy is also used outside, beginning with the lighting of a small 
fire or light by which the vigil readings of the story of salvation are read, reaching a climax in the story of the resurrec-
tion. This can be an all-night or lengthier vigil than the first version, which is a more structured service, and the readings 
could be dramatized, enacted or include some artistic activity. The third option might be to include a fire in a Dawn Ser-
vice, where people gather before dawn to celebrate the resurrection, often in some other location than church – a hill top 
or riverside or a significant place within the community.  The idea is that the sunrise – the coming of the light - is part of 
this service and that a candle or fire is lit to mark the resurrection of Jesus at the point of the sunrise. 

Your question maybe, why a fire? And there a several reasons for that – one that the resurrection shows a vic-
tory of the light of life over darkness of death.  Jesus himself claimed to be the light of the world, and the resurrection 
demonstrates that.  Then there is the idea of heat or warmth which is demonstrated in fire – the two disciples who met 
with Jesus on the road to Emmaus after the resurrection but didn’t recognise him straight away said that their hearts 
burned within them as they met and spoke with him.  This picks up on the truth of the resurrection, that Jesus lit a fire 
within people’s hearts at that time, which has been carried through the church and from Christian to Christian down the 
generations and has not been put out.  The flame of faith in the gospel message has spread across the world and down 
the ages and still burns today.  We join that fire as we worship and celebrate it at Easter.  Then there is also the idea of a 
refiner’s fire – burning away the rubbish in precious metal and leaving it pure – which picks up the idea of us being pre-
cious to God and the fire of faith burns away the rubbish in our lives leaving us more like Jesus. 

So protect and nurture the Easter fire within your hearts, keep it burning, feed the flame with study of the Bible, 
worship of Jesus and the Father, and let the Holy Spirit fan the flame into life – in my Easter fire this year the flames 
picked up so much when the draught was right. As the song sometimes sung in schools says ‘Light up the fire and let the 
flame burn, open the door let Jesus return’. 

 
Looking forward to Pentecostal fire too,     Liz 



 

 

CARPENTRY * BUILDING *  
REPAIRS * MAINTENANCE 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Friendly, reliable service 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL ROB on 
01858 880803  OR  

MOBILE 07834 872205                                   
(HUSBANDS BOSWORTH) 

ROB DARGUE CARPENTRY 
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A T HOUGHTON 
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

Saddington Road, Nr Shearsby 

(A5199 crossroads) 

TEL NO: 0116 247 8999 

Suppliers of 

Chainsaws, Brush cutters, Hedge cutters  

& Leaf blowers etc. 

    

 

 

 

OUTDOOR       CLOTHING 

 

Fleece jackets, shirts, trousers 

Wax jackets, Waistcoats 

Footwear, Wellington boots, Safety wear, 
Overalls, Waterproofs 

Advance Alarms 
Domestic Burglar Alarm Specialist 

Covering all areas of Leicestershire 
Professional Equipment at affordable 

Prices 

Full Installations 
Servicing 
Repairs 

Maintenance 
Upgrades 
Call Outs 

Free Demo & Quote 
www.advance-alarms-leicester.co.uk 

T:01162245204 
M:07980765485 
F:08004488456 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Complete Car Care 
*  Bodywork 
*  MOT Repairs 
*  Wheel Refurbishment 
*  Classic & Modern                                                                                                             
 Restoration 
*  Servicing 
*  Dents, Chips, 
*  Scratches 
 
Ben Jacques 
Bodywork Specialist 
Unit7. The Oaks,  
Bunkers Hill,  
Theddingworth 
01858 880404 
Leicestershire LE17 6QJ 

 

Lindsey 

Catering Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOG WALKING 
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The clergy team will be keeping daily prayers on behalf of the church and the  community, so do con-
tact one of us if you have particular prayer requests - for yourself, your family, your community - or 
anything which is on your heart. 

  
Please note articles are spread throughout the Magazine due to no 
public events and lockdown      Bob 
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Self Catering  
Holiday Apartment 

Old Hunstanton 
North West Norfolk 

Available to rent all year round           
for full weeks or short breaks. 

 

3mins walk from beach,  

9 Local Attractions Include: 
 

Sandringham Estate,  
Norfolk Lavender,  

Titchwell Nature Reserve,  
Holkham Hall. 

For more details                             
contact Neil Vallance on  

0116 2478630 or visit our website 

www.littlestints.co.uk 
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Please note that all news and details of assistance for the vulnerable can be 
found in the Village news letter. 

A message from Rev Liz to all in the Hexagon Benefice  
Money Matters 
With our churches all closed at the moment and all activities stopped because of COVID 19, the church is in a 
similar position to many charitable organisations who rely on the generosity of donors to keep going.  Each of 
our churches have a limited small amount of reserves, but regular giving and fund raising activities contribute 
greatly to the financial position of our churches.  Some people give by Standing Order or Direct Debit through 
the Parish Giving Scheme, for which we are most grateful, and we thank you for your on-going support 
through this time; but others give when they attend services through the collection plate.  For those who give 
cash when they attend, if you are able to, then we would ask that you continue to put that money aside to give 
when we are able to resume church services. 
 
Weekly or monthly giving is not the only source of income for our churches though.  Much is raised through 
fund raising activities, which are also stopped at the moment.  Several coffee mornings, a St Patrick’s Night 
Ceilidh, and a Dinner Dance have already been cancelled and it is likely that weekly  Sunday afternoon teas, 
summer fetes and other events will not now take place.  Between them, these events were likely to have raised 
a few thousand pounds across our six churches, through the hard work of church members and the generosity 
of those who support them. 
 
I have been delighted to hear of some initiatives taking place in some of our villages to try and raise funds 
even under the limitations of lockdown – the emptying out of a freezer to make jam and marmalade to sell 
around the village for church funds, holding a virtual coffee morning where everyone drinks coffee and eats 
cake at home at the same time and makes a donation to church funds of what they might have spent had the 
event taken place.  Thank you to all who have taken part and supported such initiatives. 
 
I realise that some people’s financial situations will have been adversely affected at this time, but others may 
well find themselves better off in not being able to take the holidays they would otherwise have spent on.  If 
you are in a position to be able to be generous towards your local church at this time it would be greatly appre-
ciated.  Some of our overheads are less at the moment, but the big costs of insurance and maintenance of the 
buildings continue, along with contributions to the diocese to cover clergy and support costs.  All churches are 
likely to be in a similar position at this time, so whether there may be any support from the centre is unknown. 
 
If anyone would like to support their local parish church financially, then please contact either the church war-
den (telephone numbers on each parish page) or church treasurer. 
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Fed up with paying main 
dealer prices? 

We service and repair all 
makes and models, without 

affecting your warranty. 
 

MOTs, Batteries, Tyres, Exhausts 
and much more 

Calor Gas stockists 
 

Free collection and delivery from 
all surrounding villages 
Ring for a free estimate 
Tel: 0116 247  8447  

LanGuard Ltd 
THE WEED CONTROL 

PEOPLE 

 

Packs Hill Farm 

Station Road  

Husbands Bosworth                

Lutterworth Leics.                      

LE17 6JN 

Tel: 01858 880898 

Fax: 01858880720 

  

*CHRIS COLLETT PLUMBING & 
HEATING CONTRACTORS* 

  

Local, Professional Plumbing Service 

Gas Safe Register 5606, APHC & IOP, 
Severn Trent Watermark  

approved Contractor, IEE Wiring Regs 
17th Edition 

˜˜˜ 

Free quotations, Domestic Heating & 
Plumbing 

Gas boilers and Fires, Landlords’ Gas/
Electrical Certificates 

  

Tel: 0116 2770880  

Fax: 0116 2782878 

40, Countesthorpe Rd,  

South Wigston, Leics. LE18 4PF 
 

  

 

 

To Advertise here 
Please contact 
Bob Hutchings 

hutchingsbob1@outlook.com 
 

01858880131 
07811201269 
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
TO RENT 

 
£66 UNTIL  

AND INCLUDING 
SEPTEMBER ISSUE 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

CONTACT 
Rev Bob Hutchings 

hutchingsbob1@outlook.com 
01858880131 
07811201269 

THE
GLIDING

CAFÉ
open: Wednesday,
Saturday & Sunday

from: 08301400
hours

The Gliding Centre,
Husbands Bosworth
Airfield, Lutterworth

LE17 6JJ
Tel: 01858 880521

CONFERENCE
ROOM HIRE ALSO

AVAILABLE

Benefice Thank you 
Thank you to all those who are going over and beyond the call of duty in supporting one another through lock-
down. 
Thank you to the Inchley Family for sharing their recording of the Easter song ‘ See What a morning’. 
Thank you for all those who have made rainbow pictures to brighten our villages. 
Thank you to all those who join in Thursdays Twighlight Clapping in thanks for the NHS – it is a good time to 
see our neighbours, albeit 6 ft apart, as well as giving thanks.  I’ve heard the bugle, the tambourine and the 
saucepan lids, but not heard any bagpipes yet…….. 
Thank you to those who keep us informed about what it happening in our respective villages. 
Thank you to all NHS staff, emergency services, key workers of every kind for keeping us going through this 
time and the many sacrifices you are making on behalf of us all.                                                                                                            
Thank you to all those who have dedicated time to Speak to 7 however there are still some isolating people 
who have heard little from us. Could you find time to manage another 7? It would make such a difference. 

 
 

                                        
 

Speak to 7 
During this time of isolating ourselves from one another there is real possibility 
of people who are shut in at home becoming depressed, you are invited to think 
of 7 people of your acquaintance who are isolating themselves, and commit  
yourself to ringing them for a chat each week until this pandemic is done.  One 
call a day and seven people will be less isolated than they would otherwise 
have been.  Be their lifeline – and let’s get through this together.    

 
 
 
            



Husbands Bosworth, All Saints Church Page 8 
Churchwarden: Di Jones 01858  880741   www.husbandsbosworth.info 

 
 

This space is available 
If you wish to advertise 

Please contact 
Rev Bob Hutchings 

hutchingsbob1@outlook.com 

9.00pm 

HELLO! If you are self-isolating or just keeping yourself safe indoors, we can help. 
 
We are called Helping Hands and we are a group of friends in the Village who want to help 
those who may need help with: 
Picking up shopping                                                                                                                                                   
A friendly phone call                                                                                                                                                                     
Internet help                                                                                                                                                                  
Posting mail                                                                                                                                                                     
Urgent supplies                                                                                                                                     
Picking up prescriptions 
Walking the dog 
 
Just call or text one of the numbers below and we’ll do our best to get our network of 
HELPING HANDS to help you( for free) 
 
           Julieann: 07734656712          Char: 07730525794           Mia:07813761633 

THE BLACK HORSE
FOXTON

THE STABLES              
TEA ROOMS & 

VILLAGE STORES 

Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Evening Meals 

Tel: 01858 545250 

FOXTON 

THE BLACK HORSE 
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F & W Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd 
22 Elmcroft Road, North Kilworth, LE176HX 
 
Bespoke bathroom & kitchen design and installation 
All types of wall and floor tiling 
Hot and could water systems 
Gas-fired boiler installations and system upgrades 
Unvented hot water systems 
Gas Safe and Bepec registered 
Over 30 yrs experience  Project managed personally with all associated trades 
for a co-ordinated high quality finish with minimum disruption 

Contact Jason on 07866741261.   
E-mail jayspanner@btinternet.com 
www.fandwplumbingandheatingservices.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  . 
 
 

April has been National Poetry Writing Month and each day there has been a prompt to suggest what kind of 
poetry you might like to write. 
On day two of NaPoWriMo – the prompt was to write about a place, giving details that capture mood and atmos-
phere. Here’s my effort 
The Place 
I stepped out of the late afternoon summer sunshine  
into the cool of the porch 
passed the notice boards on the walls; 
a large wooden door with heavy metal latch invited me in. 
Steady as you go, as the door opened inwards  
and there were two steps down. 
The sun streamed through coloured glass in the windows  
leaving pools of colour on the floor and furnishings. 
The air smelled of generations of polish mixed with the scent of flowers. 
The sun flooded through the clerestory windows 
giving beams of sunlight to warm the stone walls 
giving the wooden pews a rosy hue 
giving the dust particles a place to dance. 
The stone floor was a solid foundation,  
unyielding, yet softened by the golden carpet runner. 
The stone pillars and walls gave a sense of permanence 
that they had always been, and would always be. 
There was a stillness, enhanced by the dancing dust. 
Here was peace, born of generations of prayers and patient waiting; 
the sun beams on high denoted a higher presence,  
to be sought beyond the light – barely definable, yet surely there; 
and holiness  
a place dedicated – set apart for a purpose. 
I had come home 
and yet my soul knew this place would host my journey into mystery. 

Liz 
If the extra time for reflection that lockdown has allowed you, has birthed poetry in you – do please send in what you have written so 
that we can share it with others.  Any theme will do, serious or comic,…. But suitable to show your grandmother! 
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SHEARSBY VILLAGE HALL    
The perfect venue for your event, meeting or class.   
The Hall and kitchen are equipped to the highest  standards and available at competitive rates for  organisations 
and private functions 
Enquiries and bookings: 
Contact Jill Stanley  01162478540    Martin Littlejones   0116 2478311 

 
 

. 

 

 

Please note arragnments for assistance for vulnerable or those self-isolating within the              
village of Shearsby can be found in the leaflet distributed 

Christian Aid Week 
 
This year Christian Aid week is from 10 – 16 May, but unlike in previous years we won’t be collecting door to door or 
holding any coffee mornings or other events as we show our love for each other by keeping our distance.  
     This year, with the outbreak of the coronavirus, the challenges facing other countries are similar to our own. Did you 
know that the Central African Republic has just three ventilators for its population of 5m people, while Burkina Faso has 
11 machines for 19m people? 
     Although we have seen that coronavirus does not discriminate who it targets, it is the poorest and most vulnerable 
who are impacted the most, as well as those with underlying health conditions.Countries with weaker health systems and 
a lack of resources will struggle to respond.  
     With any money that you are able to donate, Christian Aid is able to respond to this crisis by:  
- ensuring the poorest and most marginalised groups have access to information and services  
- providing hygiene items and sanitation improvements to prevent the spread of the virus  
- ensuring that the voices of the most vulnerable people are being heard  
- protecting vulnerable people and keeping them safe through their work with partner organisations 
You can donate by going to this link: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-
appeal 
     However, we know that this may be a time when your own finances are tight. If you are not able to donate money, 
could you consider signing the Christian Aid petition to cancel the debt repayment of poorer countries to free up their 
resources to respond to Coronavirus? https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/debt-jubilee-petition 
     Thank you for your response and care for others at this time, 
Rev’d Angela  
 
A Prayer by Christian Aid  
     Restoring and healing God, 
thank you for medical workers everywhere, 
embodying sacrificial love in these challenging times 
putting the welfare of others before their own 
staying away from their family and loved ones 
comforting the concerned and bereaved 
reassuring the anxious and vulnerable 
working to heal and restore people who are ill. 
Be their guide, strength, wisdom and hope. 
     We pray for those in authority to do right by them 
for proper protective equipment to be provided 
and for their dedication to be met with much gratitude  
when they return home, exhausted. 
     We pray for medical workers around the world,  
where resources and protective equipment are always in short supply,  
not only now but always.  
     May these extraordinary times lead to deep and necessary changes in how our world works, resulting in a genuine 
effort to address the profound injustice of life expectancy being determined by geography, to awaken us all to the reality 
of how connected we all are and to work together to create the community and world we all want to be part of. 
So help us, God, 
Amen. 
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Hello! If you are self-isolating or just keeping yourself safe indoors, we can help. 
We are called Helping Hands and we are a group of friends in the village who want to help those who may need help 
with Picking up shopping                                                                                                                   ,                                                                                                                    
A friendly phone call,                                                                                                                                             
 Internet help,  
Posting mail,                                                                                                                                                         
Urgent supplies,                                                                                                                                                       
Picking up prescriptions. 
Just call or text one of the numbers below and we will do our best to get our network of Helpful Hands to help you (for 
free!) 
SJ Ashford: 07958 31003     Bev Hopwood: 07951 497444     Avril Skinner: 07977098666 
Yuko Dixon: 07789 507514       Liz Horton: 07813761633       
Also anyone also wishing to become a ‘Helping Hand’ volunteer 
   
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
We have a Village Chatter Box WhatsApp group for chatting, advice etc. The link is https://chat.whatsapp.com/
Iq876OID7LhAUUO06QXCEM or Mags Jones or Sarah Crowther would be able to help you get connected. 
The Facebook page is also providing a source of contact. Search "Theddingworth Village" on Facebook to get to the 
news and chats. 
   The Parish Council as a statutory body remains a central co-ordination point and can be contacted either via their web-
site www.theddingworthpc.org.uk or by emailing the clerk on clerk@theddingworthpc.org.uk. We are endeavouring to 
keep a record of those people at risk or who are self isolating to either protect themselves or others from the risk of in-
fection, and are working with other members of the community to provide as much support as possible. 
   We also have a village newsletter email which is sent out when relevant information has become available. If you don't 
receive this email and would like to be included please send your email address to Sarah@samp.co.uk and I will be 
happy to add you to the distribution list. 
 

Hexagon Children’s Society Boxes 
A big thank you to all those who have donated to the invaluable work of the Children’s Society. 
The total raised in Bruntingthorpe, Husbands Bosworth, Mowsley and Theddingworth in 2019 was £724.95 – an increase of £88.75. 
Lockdown means that in some families the children bear the brunt of the adults’ stress.  The Children’s Society continues to work with 
those who exchange a miserable life at home for the uncertainty of life in a doorway, totally exposed to pimps and exploitation of all 
kinds, and feeling cold, hungry and frightened.  Safe homes provided by the Children’s Society are an absolute lifeline to young people 
like these, but there are not enough of them.  By filling up your collecting box, with coins or notes, popping something in when you can, 
more young people and families can begin to face a new and brighter future. 
If anyone would like a Children’s Society box in order to help, please contact Anne Vincent, our local Co-ordinator on 01858 881194 or 
pannevincent@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
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The Ministry Team as mentioned on page 3 are available if you have 
any concerns prayer requests or need to talk in confidence. 
 
Rev’d Liz Bickley Rector           01858880351 ...lizbickley@btinternet.com 
Rev’d Angela Tarry Curate        01455230997.....angelatarry@hotmail.com 
Rev’d Bob Hutchings Rtd Priest 01858880131..hutchingsbob1@gmail.com 
Mr Roy Oldham Lay Reader      01162403900 
Mrs Carol Higson Lay Reader   01162478209  
 
PLEASE NOTE .. The Hexagon Face Book page address is 
              https://www.facebook.com/hexagonbenifice 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A prayer for a global pandemic 
‘Love...bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends.’ (1 Corinthians 
13:7-8)  
Loving God, strengthen our innermost being with your love 
that bears all things  
even the weight of this global pandemic  
even the endurance of watching for symptoms  
of patiently waiting for this to pass  
watching while we pray, 
keeping our gaze fixed on you, 
and looking out for our neighbours near and far. 
Instil in our shaken souls the belief and hope that all things 
are possible with your creative love  
for strangers to become friends 
for science to source solutions for resources to be gener-
ously shared so everyone, everywhere, may have what 
they need. 
May your perfect love that knows no borders cast out any 
fear and selfishness that divides. May your love that never 
ends be our comfort, strength and guide for the wellbeing 
of all and the glory of God. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
  




