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   Have you found that during lockdown you have found your emotions bobbing a bit nearer to the surface than 
usual?  It could be in anger, frustration, laughter or crying and probably it’s there in a great many more ways.  
Some people cry very easily anyway, and others rarely do.  Somehow the strange times which we are living 
through can make us a bit more vulnerable and less resilient than we would normally be.  I have found that I 
have gulped or cried at many things that I may not have reacted that way to in the past – a kind deed or act of 
sacrifice reported on the television news, the story of someone struggling, the sadness of people’s loss, the 
sheer mass of numbers reported as suffering from the virus or seeing the exhaustion on the faces of those 
working on the front line.  All of that is before you get to the ravages of isolation on our souls – the longing to 
be with family members and the need to be held. 
    For others the emotional flashpoints might be around spending a lot more time together with those in your 
household – the undiluted demands of childcare, the lack of your own space, the tension of living and working 
in the same place.  The normal routines of work and school provide a safety net for us which has been missing 
for the last few months creating insecurities, though some will have created new routines; and there is the   
uncertainty of how long this change of life will last for, how we will come out of it, and what the future will 
look like.  There will be positives too, about spending more time together as families. 
   For those key workers and those working on the front line there is the additional stress of working extra 
hours and putting themselves in the vulnerable position of maybe contracting the virus. Some will be         
concerned for their jobs or finances, and what will happen at the end of the furlough scheme.  Some have just 
seen too much sickness and death through this pandemic, experiencing untold sadness.  For us all there is the 
possibly unspoken, underlying anxiety of what if I get the virus? How will I react to it? Would I recover? 
   So it is not surprising, with even just some of this going on in our lives, that we should feel more emotional 
than normal.  There is no shame in shedding a tear or two at times and it can often provide a release from the 
tensions we are under.  God sees our tears and may treat them like prayers, offering us comfort, rest and 
strength to carry on. 
   We are encouraged through ads on the television to reach out to someone to talk to them rather than to suffer 
in silence on our own.  Sometimes, just being able to say what is happening and have someone listen is 
enough to enable us to carry on.  That is something the church can offer, so if you get to that point and need a 
listening ear, my number is at the bottom of this page.  Whether you come to church or not, whether you     
believe in God or not, whatever your faith, I am happy to listen, you are welcome to call, and whatever you 
say will be in confidence. 
   Be gentle and kind to yourself and to one another.   God bless you and do ring if you want a chat. 
    

Liz 
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The clergy team will be keeping daily prayers on behalf of the church and the  com-
munity, so do contact one of us if you have particular prayer requests - for yourself, 
your family, your community - or anything which is on your heart. 
  
Please note articles are spread throughout the Magazine due to  
lockdown      Bob 
 

Knaptoft Gardens 
Knaptoft gardens, around the ruin of the church there, have been tended over the years with love and care by 
first Max, and latterly by Chris.  We would like to thank them for the wonderful care they have taken, keeping it 
as a place of quiet beauty for others to enjoy.  Unfortunately, neither of them is able to continue with this work 
and there is now a need for a new gardener there.  If anyone is interested in taking on this role then please firstly 
contact Liz (01858 880351 or lizbickley@btinternet.com), who will pass your details on to the Friends of  
Knaptoft who oversee the care of the site, in order for you to discuss the role and possible remuneration. 
 
From the Registers 
8th June    Funeral of Glyn Jones of Husbands Bosworth at Great Glen Crematorium 
It is also with sadness that we mourn the death of Pat Cox, formerly of Shearsby, David Lord from Husbands 
Bosworth,  and from Mowsley the recent deaths of Keith Kirby and Alison Handford.  We pray that their    fam-
ilies will know comfort and strength from God at this time and receive his peace. 
 
Reopening Churches 
You will be aware from the media that churches have already been allowed to open for private prayer.  This is a 
permission to do so rather than an order to do so, and comes with the need for on-going cleaning and recording 
who comes in to church.  As it has not been the custom of the churches in this benefice to open during the week 
for private prayer in the past, and there have been no requests received that we should do so now that we have 
permission, it has been decided not to open the churches for this. 
We are still awaiting government guidance on when we might have permission to hold public worship in our 
churches for small gatherings – we anticipate that this might be during July. This will be dependent upon social 
distancing measures being in place and the necessary cleaning being maintained.  There may be restrictions on 
whether we are allowed to sing, communion will be in one kind only, and we will not be allowed to share the 
peace in the traditional way.  We will not be permitted to share refreshments after the services.  We will no 
doubt find new ways to share the peace and perhaps learn to sign to a hymn or two that we listen to rather than 
sing. 
The church and diocesan guidelines are that we should not expect people who are in the vulnerable category or 
who are shielding to be the ones who carry out the cleaning or stewarding of our buildings and services.  This 
places us in a difficult position, as around 90% of our congregations and therefore most of our cleaners and 
stewards are aged 70 or more – in the vulnerable age group.  So if anyone who is not vulnerable or shielding 
would like to help us work to get our churches open again then that would be a big help.  The plan at the       
moment is to just hold one benefice service a week, so we would not be trying to open all six of our church 
buildings at the same time.  It would be great to hear from anyone who might be able to offer their help – con-
tact Liz on 01858 880351 or at lizbickley@btinternet.com.  The diocese are not putting pressure on us to get 
everything up and running at the same time, we can work it out according to our own situation in order to do so 
safely – safely means continuing to protect those who are vulnerable. 
As we get to the point of sharing in public worship, times and venues will be circulated by email to those      
currently receiving church at home material by email, and by telephone call to those who receive it by post.  If 
you are not included but would like to be, let Liz know your email address.  We will continue to provide materi-
als for worship at home for all who are not yet ready to return to church when our buildings re-open. 
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Self Catering  
Holiday Apartment 

Old Hunstanton 
North West Norfolk 

Available to rent all year round           
for full weeks or short breaks. 

 
3mins walk from beach,  

9 Local Attractions Include: 
 

Sandringham Estate,  
Norfolk Lavender,  

Titchwell Nature Reserve,  
Holkham Hall. 

For more details                             
contact Neil Vallance on  

0116 2478630 or visit our website 
www.littlestints.co.uk 
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www.village-web.co.uk 

Please note that all news and details of assistance for the vulnerable can be 
found in the Village news letter. 

 
 
Wednesday Walks 
 
My study room in Hinckley has a wonderful view of the street outside. From my desk it’s been interesting to 
observe the changes through lockdown. There have been permanent changes as a house is built opposite, but 
also changes that I suspect will be more temporary. Grass verges have grown longer, traffic which once 
dropped to almost nothing has nearly returned to normal levels during the day, and birds and wildlife in this 
part of town have been more visible and audible. 
 
One of the most enjoyable things about sitting at my desk however has been watching people on their daily 
walks, runs, bike rides, and trips on mobility scooters. Some of these encounters are predictable, with the same 
people appearing at the same time every day, others I perhaps only see once a week as they walk to and from 
the supermarket (the heavier bags on the way home give it away).I’ve been aware in conversations that life 
lived on a main road in town during the pandemic has had a different feel to life lived in rural Leicestershire 
surrounded by fields. 
 
At least once a day I venture outside and join the group of daily walkers: walking from the housing estate, 
through the once eerily quiet industrial estate (McDonalds is back and industrial units have reopened), and 
across the park back onto the housing estate. As I walk I take the time to listen to God and to pray. 
 
For the first three Wednesdays in July I’ll be moving my walks around Hinckley to walks around the benefice. 
During this time I’ll be prayer walking. The idea is as simple as it sounds: to pray as I walk, asking for God’s 
blessing on the places and people I see. 
 
During lockdown Liz & I have continued to pray for our villages and the wider world. We’re always happy to 
receive requests for prayer: if you would like me to pray for something particular on one of my walks do get in 
touch. 
 
Wednesday 1 July: Mowsley & Knaptoft 
Wednesday 8 July: Arnesby,  Shearsby & Bruntingthorpe 
Wednesday 15 July: Husbands Bosworth  & Theddingworth 
 
Angela 
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SHEARSBY VILLAGE HALL    
The perfect venue for your event, meeting or class.   
The Hall and kitchen are equipped to the highest  standards and available at competitive rates for  organisations 
and private functions 
Enquiries and bookings: 
Contact Jill Stanley  01162478540    Martin Littlejones   0116 2478311 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

 

 
 
 
                                                                                
 

Please note arraignments for assistance for vulnerable or those self-isolating within the              
village of Shearsby can be found in the leaflet distributed 

 
  Do you need to access the Food bank’s services? 

 
You may be able to obtain a voucher from the following local re-

ferral agencies: 
 

Citizens Advice - 0300 3302 111 
Harborough District Council Community Hub - 

www.harborough.gov.uk  
St Mary’s Church Office/Lutterworth Crisis Action - 01455 558797 

Lutterworth Medical Centre(both practices) 
Local Area Coordinator- Lynne Brydon-Graham 07889 806 061 

 
 

Check out our website or contact us for more information as 
to how we are currently operating 

 
 

  HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE 
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THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE 
TO RENT 

 
£66 UNTIL  

AND INCLUDING 
SEPTEMBER ISSUE 

 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

CONTACT 
Rev Bob Hutchings 

hutchingsbob1@outlook.com 
01858880131 
07811201269 

THE
GLIDING

CAFÉ
open: Wednesday,
Saturday & Sunday

from: 08301400
hours

The Gliding Centre,
Husbands Bosworth
Airfield, Lutterworth

LE17 6JJ
Tel: 01858 880521

CONFERENCE
ROOM HIRE ALSO

AVAILABLE

Bible numbers puzzle – just for fun……. 
Can you work out the answers to these sums 

1. The number of days God took to create (Genesis 1:31) plus (+) the number of days it rained in Noah’s 
flood (Genesis 7:12) 

2. The number of people seen in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:25) multiplied by (x) the number of Gospels in 
the Bible. 

3. The number of books in the Old Testament minus (-) the number of Jesus’ disciples. 
4. The number of books in the New Testament multiplied by (x) the number of the Shepherd’s Psalm. 
5. The number of the longest psalm minus(-) the number of the shortest psalm. 
6. The number of the Old Testament commandments given on a tablet to Moses (Exodus 20) plus (+) the 

number of letters sent to churches in the book of Revelation (Revelation 2 and 3) 
7. The number of members of the Trinity multiplied by (x) the number of verses in Paul’s letter to Phile-

mon. 
8. The number of prophets of Baal in contest with the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 18:22) divided by the num-

ber of verses in the letter from Jude. 
9. The number of minor prophet books in the Old Testament plus (+) the number of letters in the New Tes-

tament attributed to Saint Paul. 
10. The number of wives of King Solomon (1 Kings 11:13) divided by the number of years the Israelites 

were in exile in Babylon (Jeremiah 29:10) 

 

Answers see page   10 

 

 

Have you time on your hands ring someone in your community 
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This space is available 
If you wish to advertise 

Please contact 
Rev Bob Hutchings 

hutchingsbob1@outlook.com 
9.00pm 

THE BLACK HORSE
FOXTON

THE STABLES              
TEA ROOMS & 

VILLAGE STORES 
Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Afternoon Teas 

Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Evening Meals 

Tel: 01858 545250 

FOXTON 

THE BLACK HORSE 

WORRY LIST 
READ: Mathew 6:25-34 

 
During lockdown I have spent many hours watching a young pair of Blackbirds and a pair of young Robins 
coming up close to the open French windows and feeding of dried worms on our patio. I have even been talk-
ing to them!!?!! They look up and carry on about the business of feeding carefree. It’s a vivid reminder to me 
of  our Lords words in Mathew 6:25-26, ‘ Do not worry about your life....Look at the birds of the air ; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more val-
uable than they?’ 
 
Early on in my adult Christian journey I read some helpful suggestions for worriers: 
 
  START A WORRY LIST. Write down what you’re worried about.  The bills, Your job,  Your children or 
grandchildren,  Your health,   The future. 
   
  TURN YOUR WORRY INTO A PRAYER LIST. Ask the Lord to work in those situations you’re 
concerned about. Pray specifically for your needs and depend on him.  
 
  TURN YOUR PRAYER LIST INTO AN ACTION LIST. If you receive insight on something you can 
do about your cares, do it. As we turn our worries into prayers and action paralysing anxiety can be replaced 
by concern for the responsibilities of life 
 
              Why not start right now?                                                             Every Blessing and Stay Safe 
 
 

Bob                       
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Hello! If you are self-isolating or just keeping yourself safe indoors, we can help. 
We are called Helping Hands and we are a group of friends in the village who want to help those who may need help 

with Picking up shopping                                                                                                                   ,                                                 
A friendly phone call,                                                                                                                                             
 Internet help,  
Posting mail,                                                                                                                                                         
Urgent supplies,                                                                                                                                                       
Picking up prescriptions. 
Just call or text one of the numbers below and we will do our best to get our network of Helpful Hands to help you (for 
free!) 
SJ Ashford: 07958 31003     Bev Hopwood: 07951 497444     Avril Skinner: 07977098666 
Yuko Dixon: 07789 507514       Liz Horton: 07813761633       
Also anyone also wishing to become a ‘Helping Hand’ volunteer 
   
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
We have a Village Chatter Box WhatsApp group for chatting, advice etc. The link is https://chat.whatsapp.com/
Iq876OID7LhAUUO06QXCEM or Mags Jones or Sarah Crowther would be able to help you get connected. 
The Facebook page is also providing a source of contact. Search "Theddingworth Village" on Facebook to get to the 
news and chats. 
   The Parish Council as a statutory body remains a central co-ordination point and can be contacted either via their web-
site www.theddingworthpc.org.uk or by emailing the clerk on clerk@theddingworthpc.org.uk. We are endeavouring to 
keep a record of those people at risk or who are self isolating to either protect themselves or others from the risk of in-
fection, and are working with other members of the community to provide as much support as possible. 
   We also have a village newsletter email which is sent out when relevant information has become available. If you don't 
receive this email and would like to be included please send your email address to Sarah@samp.co.uk and I will be hap-
py to add you to the distribution list. 
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F & W Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd 
22 Elmcroft Road, North Kilworth, LE176HX 
 
Bespoke bathroom & kitchen design and installation 
All types of wall and floor tiling 
Hot and could water systems 
Gas-fired boiler installations and system upgrades 
Unvented hot water systems 
Gas Safe and Bepec registered 
Over 30 yrs experience  Project managed personally with all associated trades 
for a co-ordinated high quality finish with minimum disruption 
Contact Jason on 07866741261.   
E-mail jayspanner@btinternet.com 
www.fandwplumbingandheatingservices.co.uk 

 
  . 
 
 

 It will be a relief when we have some church news to report, but in the meantime we 
can only say thank you to Tony Youngjohn for keeping everybody informed as to what 
is happening. We are fortunate to have a green grocery stall every week, also a Fish-
man on Tuesdays 
 
  We were very sorry to hear the sad news that Mrs. Pat Cox had passed away. Pat and 
Dick moved to Shearsby when they retired from a very successful farming and con-
tracting business at Three Gates 
 Pat soon became involved in the village, especially the Church, always willing to help 
in any way. Pat supported all 6 Churches in the benefice and always supported our af-
ternoon tea at  Mowsley, always friendly with everyone and enjoying a chat. We shall 
miss her. Pat and Dick were also members of the gardening club for a number of years. 
It was a great shame that a proper church service could not have been held, due to the 
Covid19 virus, but I am sure she is now at peace with her husband Dick and she will be 
very fondly remembered. Our thoughts and prayers were, and are with Trish and Tom 
at this sad time. 
 
 

 
With God, all things are possible  (Mark 10:27) 

 
Never admit that a particular area of your life is a ‘defeated’ one. 
 
Because you failed, perhaps many times, in a certain situation, this does not mean that you must be resigned to defeat. 
It does not mean that victory was not very close. 
 
Any area of compromise, or resignation to defeat, weakens the whole. See how many areas of your life have become, 
already, the scene of new reactions, new gains....Let this encourage you about the victory which can be yours in each 
remaining problem area 
 
Stay safe this summer. Bob 
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The Ministry Team as mentioned on page 3 are available if you have 
any concerns prayer requests or need to talk in confidence. 
 
Rev’d Liz Bickley Rector           01858880351 ...lizbickley@btinternet.com 
Rev’d Angela Tarry Curate        01455230997.....angelatarry@hotmail.com 
Rev’d Bob Hutchings Rtd Priest 01858880131..hutchingsbob1@gmail.com 
Mr Roy Oldham Lay Reader      01162403900 
Mrs Carol Higson Lay Reader   01162478209  
 
PLEASE NOTE .. The Hexagon Face Book page address is 
              https://www.facebook.com/hexagonbenifice 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Five Verses When Try- ing to Get Your Life Back to 
Normal 

 
1. We know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  
         ROMANS 8:28 
 
2.       For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he    
 will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon  
 a rock. 
          PSALM 27:5 
 
3.       Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my 
 life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
          PSALM 23:6 
 
4.      Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
 presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make bed in    
 the depths, you are there. If I rise upon the wings of the dawn, if I 
 settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide 
 me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
          PSALM 139:7-10 
 
5. Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on   
 things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
 your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, 
 and your life is now hidden with Christ in God 
          COLOSSIANS 3:1-3 

(WITH THANKS TO  OUR DAILY BREAD MINISTRIES)  

 
  


