
 

Revealed: Plans being drawn up for multi-

million pound Leicester Eastern bypass 

road 
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The major new road would loop from Syston to the M1 and relieve pressure on the clogged 

A46 

Plans are being drawn up for an Eastern bypass for Leicester to ease pressure on the traffic-

choked A46. 

Although a fixed route is yet to be decided, it would run from the A46 at Syston, loop around 

the east and south of the city and join the M1 at a new junction at roughly the midway point 

between existing Junction 20, at Lutterworth, and the “very congested” Junction 21, at Fosse 

Park. 

The road would potentially cross the A47 somewhere on one side or the other of Houghton 

on the Hill and the A6 to the south of Oadby. 

The project is being drawn up by Leicestershire County Council, the city council and officers 

at Midlands Connect, a partnership of councils and Government bodies set up to deliver 

major transport improvements across the region. 

http://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/revealed-plans-being-drawn-up-316273


Planners have set out an approximate direction for the Leicester's Eastern Bypass but not a 

detailed route  

City council transport director Stuart Maxwell said the scheme would require significant 

funding from the government, and from developers, which would build housing around it. 

He said: “It is a new proposal to go around the south and east of the city. 

“One of the reasons for promoting that, apart from the development opportunities in terms of 

housing, is that it would actually offer relief to the northern part of the A46. 

“We are faced with challenges around the north side of Leicester.  

“The A46 is already congested at peak times and this opportunity offers relief in that area. 

“It also links to the unlocking of housing opportunities and the potential that this can be 

brought forward with significant funding from developers and from central government. 

“It’s in its very early stage, and links with a plan that stretches from the M5 in 

Gloucestershire all the way through to the East Coast. It’s on that sort of scale.” 

Mr Maxwell added: “Compared to other cities, Leicester is in quite a difficult position 

because the M1 and roads like the A46 come so close to the city in comparison to 

Nottingham where you have a lot of road to travel before you get into major urban areas. 

“It’s (the Eastern bypass) very high on our list of priorities.” 

The cost of the Eastern Bypass scheme has not yet been calculated, but it is likely to be in the 

tens of millions of pounds. Great Glen’s bypass is 3.5 miles long and cost £12 million when it 

was built in 2002. 

City mayor Sir Peter Soulsby, who is chairman of East Midlands Council Transport Group, 

said: “The Eastern Bypass is a very welcome proposal. It will be an important piece of 

national infrastructure. 

“It will relieve pressure on the A46 to the north of the city but it will also provide a new 

junction on the M1 on what I am told is the longest stretch of the motorway without one. That 

will relieve the pressure on the on Junction 21 which is very congested.” 

Sir Peter said detailed plans would be developed over the next 18 months. 

Any final proposals would need both Government approval and funding. 

Sir Peter added: “We are some way off but I would say this is a project for the next decade.” 

 


