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Dogs  

Dog fouling 

You must clear up after your dog by law. If a council officer sees you failing to clean 

up after your dog, you will be asked to clear it up or you can be given a fine (fixed 

penalty notice) which allows you to pay £100 rather than be prosecuted. If you fail to 

pay the fine within 14 days, legal proceedings will be started. A Magistrate's Court 

may impose a fine of up to £1,000.  

A Public Space Protection Order relating to greater dog controls was made on 

the 1 June 2016 and replaces a number of out of date by-laws and  deals with issues 

such as dog fouling, and other forms of irresponsible dog ownership. 

It makes it an offence to fail to: 

• Pick up after your dog (dog mess) - this will now include all land to which the public 
can gain access 

• Put a dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer – this allows our 
officers to request a dog is put on a lead when it is causing nuisance and/or danger 
to other persons and their dogs 

• Provide the means to pick up after your dog, such as dog mess bags, when asked to 
do so by an authorised officer 

You can report someone for not clearing up after their dog. 

Report a street that needs cleaning. 

 

 

 

https://www.harborough.gov.uk/
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/info/20023/nuisance_and_anti-social_behaviour
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/directory_record/1801/public_space_protection_order_-_enhanced_dog_control_powers
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/109/en/report_a_street_that_needs_cleaning
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/109/en/report_a_street_that_needs_cleaning


Barking dogs 

Report a barking dog that is causing a nuisance. 

Barking dogs can legally be considered a nuisance. We can give the owner a notice 

stating that the noise must stop and ask for certain things to be done to achieve this. 

If the problem continues the owner may face a fine of up to £5,000, and also risks 

having the dog removed in order to stop the nuisance. 

If your dog's barking is making neighbours complain you can contact the dog 

warden for advice on ways of dealing with a dog's barking which is causing a 

nuisance. 

Stray and lost dogs 

Report a stray or lost dog, you can also call 01858 828282 to report a lost or stray 

dog. 

If your dog is in a public place without supervision it is classed as a stray dog. Our 

dog wardens pick up stray dogs and the owner will be charged £25 plus kenneling 

costs before the dog can be returned. If unclaimed after a few days, the dog is taken 

to rescue kennels. If unclaimed after 7 days it may be found a new home, with a new 

owner. This new person becomes the legal owner. If a dog has an identification tag 

we can contact you to arrange for its return. 

Microchipping your dog 

By law a dog in a public place must be wearing a collar and identification with its 

owner's name and address on and, as of 6 April 2016, it must be microchipped. 

Owners can be fined £500 if this is not the case. 

Microchipping is now recognised as the most effective and secure way of 

permanently identifying a pet. A unique identification number is registered to the 

animal and the owner's details are placed on a national database. It is estimated that 

less than half of all dogs that go missing each year are reunited with their owners. 

Getting your dog microchipped and keeping the details up to date gives the 

assurance that should they become lost (or be stolen) they are more likely to be 

returned to you safe and sound. 

https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/93/en/report_an_issue_with_noise_smoke_smells_or_light
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/216/en/contact_the_dog_warden
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/216/en/contact_the_dog_warden
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/216/en/contact_the_dog_warden
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/139/en/report_a_stray_or_lost_dog


You can contact the dog warden for advice on getting your dog microchipped. 

Dead animals 

You can report a dead animal found on public land and we will remove it.  
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Online forms: Contact the 
dog warden  

Use this form to contact the dog warden for advice. We can help you with guidance 

on microchipping your dog or problems if your dog's barking is leading to complaints 

from neighbours. 

If you are reporting a stray dog, please call our contact centre on 01858 82 82 82 

instead of completing the online form. 

How we will use your information 

Your information will be used so that we can administer and respond to your 

complaint under our complaint’s procedure. Under Article 6(1) (e) of the General 

Data Protection Regulations, we are permitted to use data for our tasks; data 

protection law describes this legal basis for handling your information.   

It will be used by Harborough District Council in order to process and respond to 

your complaint only. It may be necessary to share some details with other Council 

departments and partners in order to respond to your complaint fully. We will not 

disclose any personal information to any other third parties without your consent 

unless required or allowed to do so by law. 

https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/216/en/contact_the_dog_warden
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms/form/109/en/report_a_street_that_needs_cleaning
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/forms


For further information on how your information is used and your rights to access 

information we hold about you, please contact: Harborough District Council, The 

Symington Building, Adam & Eve St, Market Harborough LE16 7AG or 

FOI@harborough.gov.uk or complaints@harborough.gov.uk 

 

 

 


