FINAL REPORT

Shearsby Crossroads Safety
A report of the sub-committee of the Shearsby Parish Council
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Main findings to date
&

Recommendation to the Shearsby Parish Council.

Findings

1. Our main finding of concern to date is that we can find no evidence of an
official assessment of the impact of increased traffic from the planned
high levels of new house building at Fleckney, Saddington, Kibworth,
Market Harborough and Lutterworth on the wider road network (beyond
a narrow focus on the impact of building at Market Harborough on the
A6). The Shearsby crossroads is on a much used cross-country route for
traffic from Fleckney, Saddington & Kibworth travelling to the west side
of Leicester, towards the M1 north (J21), the M1 south (J20) via
Lutterworth and the expanding Magna Park.
2. We have looked back through the concerns raised over many years about
safety and the rate of accidents at the Shearsby crossroads. These have
been raised on many occassions by local residents, local businesses
(Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground (BPG) in particular), Parish Councils
and District Councillors. We have found no comprehensive, consistent,
forward looking official response to the problem of safety and increasing
levels of accidents at the Shearsby crossroads.
3. We have spoken to the owners of Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground who
have informed us that they have commissioned their own work into
solutions to improve safety at the crossroads and are prepared to
contribute financially to such a solution. There appears to be no official
acknowlegement or interest in engaging with this offer. (Note BPG has
had planning approved fairly recently for increasing levels of commercial
activity where a traffic survey was conducted to confirm that the proposed
traffic would be acceptable).
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4. The number of accidents at or near the crossroads have markedly
increased this year. In fact, in the two weeks from 27th June 2017 there
have been a total of 4 accidents, one was a serious accident which
involved the air ambulance and the forensic collision investigation team
from the police.

Recommendation
Our recommendation to the Shearsby Parish Council is to ask this report to
be brought forward by our local Councillor Neville Hall asking him to identify
the relevant official bodies and ask them to give us a properly considered,
comprehensive, forward looking official response to our concerns, which we
can reasonably present to residents to address their concerns.

Detailed Report
The remainder of this report outlines the aims of our sub committee, work
completed to date, details of the contributory factors to the safety issue at the
crossroads and a summary of accidents at the crossroads in the past 5 years
and safety measures implemented to date.
The Sub-Committee
The aims of the sub-committe set up in March 2017 are based on this
direction from the Shearsby Parish Council.
"The residents of Shearsby are increasingly becoming concerned about the number of
incidents and accidents occurring at the crossroads to the South East of the village, namely
the A5199 with Saddington Road and Bruntingthorpe Road. Shearsby Parish Council has
formed a sub-committee to investigate. The members are Cllr Martin Reynolds, Cllr
Christine Alam, Joanna Quick and Ann Blaine. We intend to compile a project which will
form contacts, catalogue a history, develop action points and make suggestions with a view to
improving the situation."
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Work completed to date by the Committee
• The Chair of Shearsby Parish Council wrote to Councillors Graham Hart
and Neville Hall in March 2017 requesting help with historic details and
evidence of accidents, surveys, speed checks and any useful information and
contacts they could provide to help us with our work:-

• Cllr Neville Hall has provided us with copies of historic emails between
himself, Councillor Liquorish and David Mouland (Accident
investigation and prevention team) dating back to 2013 the content of
which describe accidents and near misses and the installation of extra
warning signs and rumble strips which have now been done.

• Cllr Hall also replied by email to the Chair in March 2017 stating that:"There has been a Traffic survey on the A6 recently. At all planning
meetings I always mention the cumulative effect on all planning decisions
even when it involves Kibworth, Fleckney and BPG"

• We have received a report following a freedom of information request to
Leicestershire Constabulary for details of accidents at the crossroads.
• We have received details of accidents at the crossroads which were attended
by the Fire Service. (This covers a sub-set of the accidents in the police
report)
• We requested details of accidents attended by the Air Ambulance at the
crossroads (none at the time of request, but they have in the last 2 weeks
attended an accident at the crossroads).
• We met with the owners of Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground whose
commercial businesses at the site rely on the quality and safety of the local
road network.
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• We met with Blake Pain, leader of the County Council at our Parish
Meeting to express and highlight our concerns about safety at the
crossroads.

Work in progress
• We have made another FOI request to Leicestershire Constabulary to
receive the details of the reports from the forensic collision investigation
team so that we may establish patterns behind the accidents to inform our
efforts to engage a solution.
(We are aware however that there is little point in Shearsby Parish
Council continuing to collect detailed evidence of the causes of
accidents since we are not experts in the necessary solutions. Our
main focus is to engage the relevant experts at County level in the
safety issue as they no doubt have easier access to the relevant
information to make decisions within their area of responsibility.)
• We are making plans to raise awareness amongst our neighbouring villages
and amongst regular drivers who use the junction (employees at BPG etc.,)
partly with an aim of setting up a petition to request a focus on safety
solutions for the crossroads.
Overview of history of accidents and safety improvements at the crossroads
The police report we have obtained details 10 accidents in the last 5 years
with 14 casualties.
A website called www.crashmap.com details 23 accidents over a longer period
of time.
The police report gives a breakdown of the manoeuvres the cars were
making, whether it was light or dark, the weather and the road surface
conditions (wet or dry). Analysing the accidents results in a fairly mixed
pattern, with the only strong aspect being that mostly they are in daylight, in
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dry conditions and during the evening rush-hour - which points to volume of
traffic and visibility being the main factors (visibility is better at night with the
lights of cars approaching on the A5199 from the north allowing them to be
seen at a further distance than in daylight). Of the 3 accidents deemed
serious, they were either going straight over the crossroads or turning left, two
of the serious accidents were in the evening rush hour.
A couple of years ago rumble strips were installed on the A5199 approaches
to the crossroads and a neon 'slow down' sign was installed at the north of the
crossroads just before the turn. In our opinion there isn't enough data to say
whether these steps have stemmed the rate of accidents. There were less
accidents in 2015 (2) and 2016 (1), but the accident in 2016 was one of the 3
serious accidents over the years and in 2017 already we have had at least 4
accidents.
Overview of the factors compromising safety at the crossroads
The factors contributing to compromised safety at the crossroads are
• A high volume of traffic in all directions at peak travelling times.
• Limited visibility of traffic approaching from the north on the A5199 (at up
to 60mph)
• Regular users of the A5199 report that speeding cars are a common feature
on this road.
• A large number of car transporters from BPG navigate the crossroads often
at peak times, creating further backups of traffic queuing to cross.
Observing the traffic at the crossroads for a short time, from the public
footpath in the nearby field, provides ample evidence of the safety issues.
In summary suffice it to say that for drivers navigating this crossroads during
heavy traffic it is a hair-raising experience. It is a similar experience to the
mayhem of navigating a busy junction where the traffic lights have broken
down. When there is constant heavy traffic going in 4 directions, it is
impossible and impractical to apply normal rules at crossroads (i.e. traffic
turning right giving priority to traffic crossing straight over).
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Safety is severely compromised for traffic attempting to cross or join the
A5199 from the Bruntingthorpe or Saddington roads. In practice it is an
improvised free for all, relying on the use of driver hand or light signals to
allow crossing traffic to turn right. At the same time drivers are engaging in
repeated frantic checking of oncoming traffic along the A5199 because it is
approaching the junction in both directions at up to 60 mph (and faster if
speeding, which is not unusual on this road). Because of a turn in the A5199
on the north side of the crossroads, there is a particularly short distance of
visability of traffic approaching from the north along the A5199.
Drivers therefore are under immense pressure at this crossroads, resulting in a
high rate of confusion, risk-taking, errors and unfortunately many collisions.

Other relevant details
• We understand from Cllr Neville Hall that this crossroads is now the 4th
highest accident blackspot in Leicestershire.
• The following is a response from Lee Measures (Traffic Management, LCC)
to concerns from Arnesby Parish Council about the impact of increased
BPG traffic on the crossroads in July 2015:
"Thank you for the email from Arnesby Parish Council concerning traffic
accessing Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground.
Physical works to the junction would only be ever warranted if a future
proposal had a severe impact over and above the existing traffic levels.
Improvements to the junction wouldn’t be simple either due to horizontal and
vertical alignment issues so if in the future this was to happen we would likely
recommend refusal based on the poor nature of the junction.
We are aware the junction isn’t that suitable for the transporters but the
development site is historical and if it continues to be developed piecemeal we
are very limited as to what we can do about it."

This response highlights that improvements to the junction wouldn't be simple
and this would be the basis for refusing planning permission to BPG. But they
have since approved planning permission with no improvements to the
crossroads and in addition to this we will have extra traffic due to the new
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housing as mentioned. Presumably the LCC/Highways are under pressure to
approve planning permissions of both commercial activity and house
building, however they are also responsible for the safety consequences of
these decisions. As these are issues of public safety we would request clear
justificaton for the crossroads not being improved.
We understand the funding difficulties of LCC and Highways but their
decisions to not improve safety despite increased risk from current and future
increased traffic directly affect peoples lives so we would request a more
considered response to our concerns about safety at the crossroads based on
clear policy and prioritisation criteria, for example what exactly does 'a severe
impact over and above the existing traffic levels' mean and how do they
measure this?
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