
Aircraft Noise 
  
HDC - I have been forwarded your email below for response. I have also discussed this with my 
colleagues in Environmental Health, so this represents a joint response. 
  
From the planning perspective there is no restriction to aircraft flying in/out of the site. Clearly it has 
and still is used as an airfield as well as a proving ground. The site is not used as a commercial 
‘airport’, all the aircraft flown in/out is associated with the uses on the site e.g. the aircraft museum 
use. 
  
BPG advise that as an unlicensed airfield, they do not have control of the air space above their site, 
so anyone can fly over without their specific permission. It is often used as a large point of reference 
when on a journey by pilots, which may account for the comments regarding training runs and 
helicopters looking as though they are about to land. 
  
Noise from aircraft is exempt from the provisions of Statutory Nuisance under section 79 of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 so unfortunately the council does not have any powers to control 
noise from aircraft that may give rise to complaint. The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) do offer advice 
for people affected by aircraft noise on their website under ‘Frequently asked questions’ that can be 
viewed through the following web link: 
https://www.caa.co.uk/Consumers/Environment/Noise/Noise/ 
  
Just as an aside BPG advise that they have been made aware that there are at least two local 
residents who own and operate helicopters from their own premises, they do not use the BPG airfield, 
but this could account for some of the activity that has been witnessed. 
  
In summary, there is no breach of planning control and no enforcement tool from the EH perspective 
to control aircraft movement/noise. 
  
BPG - Many thanks for bringing this to our attention however, I am not sure how much I can help 
other than to bring up the following points: 
  
Bruntingthorpe Airfield and Proving Ground is an airfield. 
We generally only allow aircraft or helicopters to land if they are associated with our business in some 
shape or form. We do not operate as an airport allowing just anyone to land or take off. 
As an unlicensed airfield, we do not have control of the air space above our site, so anyone can fly 
over without our specific permission. People do often use us as a large point of reference when on a 
journey, but we do not have any control over these flights. 
We do not either have any control over any military flights that come over our site. These are NOT 
associated with our business. 
We do occasionally have to operate the jet engines of some of our museum aircraft for maintenance 
purposes. The aircraft are working aircraft and have to be checked periodically for safety reasons. 
We do have full planning permission for all flights associated with the parking and dismantling of large 
aircraft. That said, we have not landed a large aircraft since November 2016! 
We are not conscious of any increases in helicopter flights in or out of our own site 
For information, we have been made aware that there at least two local residents who own and 
operate helicopters from their own premises and do not use the airfield so please do not assume that 
all helicopter flights are associated with ourselves! 


