HISTORY AND A N T I Q t J l f IES OF L E I C E S T E R S H I R E .
bitant of Shearfby some time since drank the water,
and bathed in it for a scorbutic complaint) and found
great benefit from it : and there is little doubt that
this spring, if properly taken care of, and secured by
a building over it, and the recommendation of a few
M. D.'s, might be as beneficial in many disorders as
The
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is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen ; and the approach
to it from the South is up a considerable flight of
steps, between two rampires of earth, of considerable
height, extending from the South gate of the chapelyard nearly to the brick porch.
The tower and spire, which were cracked, and
greatly out of repair, were taken down in 1789 ; and
the tower, nine feet square within, rebuilt with pebbles and Artlebury stone* at the expence of 300/.
exclusive of the expence of hanging the bells. This
fact is thus recorded on a tablet at the West end of
the chapel:
" This steeple was rebuilt
at the expence of the
land owners of
this lordship* A. IX 1789."
On the West front of the tower, there is a figure
cut in stone under a niche, which is designed for St.
Mary Magdalene, to whom the church is dedicated.
The wake follows the zid of July, which is the day
of her festival.
Within the tower are four bells. The largest
iveighs 1400ID. ; the smallest (a present from Knaptoft 1 ), between 3 and 400 Ib; They are thus inscribed :
1. Tenor: I . H . S . NAZAREKVS REX JVDEORVM, F I L !
M O N U M E N T A L
On flat-stones within the rails of the altar :
1. " Andrew Freeman, gent. He married Joanna,
eldest daughter of Andrew Halfordj of Wistow, efq.;
and had issue by her only one daughter Elizabeth
Freeman.
" Another such lay by him when you can ;
Husbands
"
[The date is not legible on the stone. From the
Register: Andrew Freeman died 1663.]
2. " In memory of Richard Turvile 1 ,
late of Lilborne, in the county of Northampton, gent.
who departed this life Dec. 17, 1719,
in the 82d year of his age."
On other flat stones in the chancel:
1 . " P. M . S .
Hie jacet Rabertus Holmes, A.M.
Acad. Cantab. & Ecclesiæ Anglicanæ
presbyter; obiit April 11, 1601.''
. •* Here lyeth the body of Edward, the
father of Thomas, William, and John Sprigg,
and grandfather of Samuel Sprigg,
who departed this life Dec. 1 1, 1708, aged 8 3 . "
Samuel Sprigg died Dec. 8, 1695, %aged 25.
John Sprigg, gent. Oct. 7, 1728, aged $•$.
Elizabeth Sprigg, Dec. 9^ 1735, aged 55.
In the nave:
John Seale, Oct. 10, 1733, aged $5.
Elizabeth Seale, Nov. 19, 1741, aged 87.
John Seale died Oct. 10, 1735, aged 81 years.
In the chapel-yard.
On a stone against the South wall:
" Mary Wyatt, wife ot John Wyatt, gent. died
April 17, 1693.
John Wyatt senior, gent. Aug. 10, 1721.
John Wyatt, his son, Aug. 21, 1739, aged 59.
Elizabeth Wyatt, his sister, Sept. 3, 1762, aged 80.
Anne Wyatt, wife of John Wyatt, Sept. 24,1786,
aged 60.

several in the kingdom, which owe their celebrity1
more to the fashion, than the convalescence, of their
visitants. The land in which this spring is, is now
the property of a Mr. Reeve of this place, who has
some thoughts of erecting; a building over the spring.
The oldest Register extant commences in 1658.
(fee Plate

XXXIV.)

DEI, MISERERE ME, 162O.

2. Same as the tenor, except the date, which is
1625. This bell 6ame (com Knaptoft.
3. Has on it the alphabet, in Saxon characters.
4; MARIA. This bell is crackedi
The nave and chancel are covered with lead ; the
tower with copper.
The nave (which is separated from the chancel by
an open screen) is 24 yards in length, and iix and
a half in width.
On the South side of the chancel are three stonefeats aud a piscina with pointed arches. In one of
the stone feats stands a statue of the patron faint,
which was originally placed in a niche at the West
end of the old tower.
On the North side of the chancel is a locker.
The font is antient and circular.
A curious and very antient church-chest.
This town stands within the parish of Knaptoft,
and therefore haS no peculiar circumstance of the ecclesiastical kind that affords any subject for a farther
narration about it, than that its chapel had antiently
right of sepulture, a resident chaplain, and administration of all sacraments excepting the Chnsma; of
which I have given an explanatory account in the
Church History of Knaptoft.
I N S C R I P T I O N S .
John Wyatt, her husband, Oct. 1, 1794, aged 74."
On a small oval of white marble:
" Sacred to the memory of John Wyatt, gent.
late of this parish, who departed this life April 7,1795,
aged 44 years."
On upright stones at the East end:
George Wyatt, gent. died at Siiearfby March 1,
V 9 3 . æ t - 73John Seale died May 30, 1762, aged 83.
Anne Seale his wife died Jan. 16,1743-4, aged 72.
" Their flesh {hall slumber in the ground,
Till the last trumpet's joyful found,
Then burst their chains with sweet surprize,
And in their Saviour's joys arise."
Elizabeth, wife of William Seale, Oct. 17, 1730,
aged al;
William Seale died Nov. 9, 1771, aged 82 years.
John Seale, his son, May 10, 1754, aged 28.
Elizabeth Fox, daughter of the above, June 2,
1782, aged 60.
John Seale, Dec. 8, 1773, aged 68.
Anne Seale, Sept. 19, 1771, aged 60.
William Seale, Nov. 25, 1793, aged 70.
Elizabeth Seale, April 28, 1799, aged 75.
On other upright stones:
" In memory of William Weston, who was unfortunately catched in the windmill, and expired April
8, 1756, aged 36."
John Weston, Sept. 8, 1801, aged 43.
Thomas Simons died Nov. 3, 1775.
William Meadows died Nov. 3, 1778, aged 54.
Anne wife to both the above husbands died June
28, 179c, aged 75.
William Herbert, Dec. 9, 1772, aged 57.
John Tilley, Jan. 22, 1793, aged 81.
John Welles, May 10, 1730, aged 88.
Elizabeth Welles, Feb. 8, 1783, aged 73.
Mary Goode, Feb. 13, 1793, aged 8 1 .

1
Tradition fays, that, this bell being the property of the duke of Rutland, the sons of his grace's tenants at Ayleston
fetched it from the ruined church at Knaptoft, intending to phec it in their own steeps j but stopping, with their cartj to
drink at Shearfby, the inhabitants of that hamlet (as parisliing to Knaptoft) claimed the bell, and took postillion of it.
2
Anus on the tomb: Gules, three chevrons Vaire, a crcfcetit for difference, Turvik ; impaling, Or, two bars Vaire,
Argent and Sable. Plate XXXIV. fig, u
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