K N A P T O
, " Being lately from home on a little excursion, I
fortunately discovered (in a close belonging to Mr.
John Wyatt of Shearfby ' ) the fite of an antient encampment in the parish of Knaptoft in Leicestershire,
which, to the best of my knowledge', has Rever been
noticed; yet, so conspicuous from the adjoining turnpike road, it is surprising it should have so long escaped the eye of even a less attentive observer. I regretted for a moment that an engagement prevented
my stopping to take a nearer views but my visit being
at no great distance from the placej I returned the
next morning, and fketc.hed a plan, with a survey of
the adjacent lands, reducing the admeasurements into
geometrical paces. The dimensions may not be perr
fectly exact, for want of proper instruments; but 1
believe, upon the whole, it is sufficiently accurate.
1 herewith present you a rough draught, such as it is,
taken on the spot; to which I have since added a
tomb, with an antient marble trophy of my own composing, designed as a vignette to place thereon the
title, which, at the fame time, will save your engraver the trouble of forming a better; Plate XXXI.
You will, undoubtedly, expect some account, with
my opinion, of these' curious vestigia. To answer this,
you must be satisfied at present with mere conjecture
only. It is little mdre than a fortnight since the discovery ; and, after many enquiries, I could gain no
intelligence or any tradition from the neighbourhood
respecting it. The proprietor of the ground himself
Was as deficient as the rest, and totally ignorant in
these matters: the only material information from
him that served my purpose was, that some years
ago, in digging a pit, the labourers brought up a
large flat stone (but no inscription), and several others
of a rude form. This, with some other particulars
then related, assured me of its having been the place
bf interment of some warrior2. Similar sepulchres
are frequently found, whose sides, formed by irregular stones, are covered with a large flat stone. One
bf the kind was lately found at Market Bosworth ;
with this difference, that the cover was made of burnt
clay". These sort of tumuli I have endeavoured to
represent in the corner of the plan. From this, and
other appearances, I dare not pronounce the premisses a Roman military work; rather British or Saxon ;
perhaps a Danish intrenchment. Its situation, from
either the Fosse or Watling-street, does not seem to
favour the first conjecture : it is distant ten miles
South from Leicester, about seven miles East from
the Watling-street, nine miles South from the Fosse,
and about mid-way between Leicester and Nafeby in
Northamptonshire. I wish for the opinions of your
antiquarian readers, to throw some further light on
this curious and neglected remain. However, I am
not a little flattered by having luckily made the first
discovery, and shall be more ib if you judge it worth
displaying in your useful Repository.
A. The camp.
B. The trench, or line of circumvallation.
C. The principal intrenchment and fortress.
D . A raised mount, not above eight feet high ;
supposed to have been considerably lowered by the
plough.
E. A pOnd, having a constant spring * ,
F . The place of the tumulus.
G. The turnpike road from Leicester to London,
through VVelford.
, OBSERVATOR."
A very intimate friend3 of the writer of the preceding article, in a subsequent letter to Mr. Urban on
the subject, says, " The discovery of an encampment
in Leicestershire seems to have afforded your corre^
spondent very singular satisfaction. He cries out
EL'p7x« with all the extacy of Archimedes, and requests, from all who can communicate them, farther
particulars concerning a spot which he considers him-

self happy in having discovered. My visit to .this
place was about two months after that of Observator/.
I compared his account and plan with the site of the
encampment, and quickly perceived, that, had he
been less elated with the discovery, his account would
have been far more accurate and faithful. The true
figure of the encampment is rather an isosceles than a
scalenum. The pond is quite out of its place, and
tlie stream represented a'i running from it, is, I imagine, like the vignette, intended for an embellish-*
ment; no stream, rior channel of a stream, being
visible. The pond is fist fed hy a perpetual stream ;
the proprietor has often remembered it dry. The
Eastern limit of the encampment is delineated as a
straight line ; it ought to have beeri a compound
Curve. The Western side is not parallel with the
London road, as exhibited in the plan: it diverges
very sensibly towards the Southern extremity of the
supposed camp. The distances of this place from
others, mentioned by Observator, are far from accurate. The mount could never have been lowered by
the plough. Of the effects of a plough, either on or.
near the mount, there is not the least vestige discoverable. The land, on which is the fite of the supposed encampment, antiently belonged to the Knights
Hospitallers of Jerusalem; and, at the distance of
about a mile and a half from that land, Observator
may have the pleasure of viewing another encamp*
ment and tumulus; whenever he is disposed to re^visit that part of Leicestershire. They lie in the
parifli of Husbands Bosworth 4 ."
In a subsequent letter, the Remarker says, " If it
be any satisfaction to you to have a farther account of
the encampment and tumulus at Husbands Bosworth,
I am happy to lay before you my observations made
on the spot.

B three sides of a parallelogram, of which the two
long sides measure each 65 yards 3 inches ; the shorter
fide measures 36 yards. The three sides are formed
by large mounds of earth ; no foss appears; the
earth must have been carried from a distance.
C another bank, or mound, 17 yards in length,
without any foss; part in and part without the parallelogram.
D a mount about 3 feet high, the base 25 yards;
at the distance from the parallelogram between 60 and
70 yards North.
F another bank or mound, 11 yards, 2 feet, 0
inchesiniengtbs; atthedistanceof iyard from the;mount.
The distance from Leicester, S. S. E. is fourteen
miles; from Naseby six miles5."
Mr. Arnold further illustrated the supposed encampment ljy the drawing sliewn in Plate XXX"l.
. fig. 2; and the following explanation :
• " In consequence of reading the account of a Knaptoft encampment, I was induced to inspect the ground;
and having measured it, SS accurately as I was able
by walking over it, I have written the particulars.
My knowledge as an Antiquary extends no further
than that, its figure not being a square, its surface
not being level, and the ground not 65 yards from
the Fort being higher than the ground called by Observator the Fort, bespeak it no encampment for a
Roman.
The lines A B represent a ditch 2^0 yards in
length, from 3 to 6 feet in depth, and 7 feet wide
at the bottom.
A C 180 yards. There is now a hedge and a dike,
and no appearance of a bank.

1

The estate (worth about 30/. a year) pays to the duke of Rutland (as does the estate of Mr. Pares) something towards the
Knaptoft modus ; but it pays levies and taxes to Mowsley.
* But the Romans, except In case of great necessity, would hardly bury in their Camp. G. A. ,
3
Mr. Potts, at that time chaplain to Mr. Turvile at Husbands Bosworth.
4
S
Gem. Mag. vol. LVII. p. 1059.
Ibid. vol. LVIII. p. 688.
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