
SHEARSBY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON 12 MARCH 2020 

Present Councillors : M Reynolds (Chairman), D Durran, L Cosgrove, J Gunnell, A Sharp 
  

1. Apologies for absence  

 Councillor Durran and Councillor Gunnell offered apologies for their absence. 
County Councillor Blake Pain did not attend and no apologies received 
District Councillors: Stephen Bilbie, Charmaine Wood did not attend and no apologies received. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations 

 None 

3. To sign as an accurate record the minutes of the previous meeting 
 

 RESOLVED:  to sign the minutes of the meeting held on 19 December 2019 as a correct record.     
 

4. To receive reports from District and County 
 

 Disappointment expressed District Councillors did not attend or provide a report.    Clerk to action. 
 

5. Meeting open to the public and to raise any items not on agenda 
 

 • Dog Bins 
A parishioner attended the meeting to discuss the location of the dog bins in the village as she 
strongly felt one of them should be relocated to the Village Green, a view supported by many 
other parishioners (although none attended the meeting). 
The Chairman explained the reasons for the location of the existing dog bins which were by 
footpaths to and from the village which were used by individuals who lived both in and out of 
the village.    It was also explained that dog bins had been discussed at the December meeting 
where consideration had been given to obtaining an extra dog bin but the decision was not to 
proceed on the basis that HDC are at capacity for emptying dog bins and not taking on 
additional ones. 
The parishioner asked if villagers views had been canvassed as she felt that would be useful 
and suggested that maybe it was something that could be carried out.    The Council declined 
to conduct this (it would only obtain villagers views and not the views of all those who use the 
dog bins whilst walking through the village) but if she wished to canvas views she was more 
than welcome to. 

• B5199 closure for 3 weeks 
B5199 would be closed for 3 weeks from 23 March.   Clerk to obtain details from LCC Highways 
 

6. Finance and Accounts 

 a) Balance c/fwd as at 30 November 19 was £13,105.57  

   Receipts : December 19 to February 20  £112.13  

   Payments : December 19 to February 20 (£1,386.44)  

   Available cash at bank £11,831.26  

   Less accruals & reserves (£5,722.00)  

  Cash available £6,109.26  



 

 b) Payments for authorisation 

 03-Dec-19 Water Plus Water £28.01 
06-Dec-19 LRALC Training - Budgeting and Finances (Andy and Jon) £80.00 
09-Dec-19 S Burton Village Green Posts and tree removal on The Bank £60.00 
10-Dec-19 T Townsend Fitting of the Village Green Gate £60.00 
29-Nov-19 Bank Charges Period 29 October to 28 November 219 £7.50 
16-Dec-19 Coltman Bros Village Green Gate £189.60 
18-Dec-19 E-ON  £26.26 
27-Dec-19 CPRE CPRE Membership 2019 £36.00 
31-Dec-19 Martin Woolley Re-instatement of electrical boxes on Village Green £320.00 
13-Jan-20 E-ON Cobblestones £103.14 
14-Jan-20 Bank Charges Period 29 November to 28 December 2019 £7.50 
16-Jan-20 LRALC Training - Councillor Training (Andy and Jon) £80.00 
28-Jan-20 LGS  Leicestershire Gardening Services Grass cutting £164.39 
07-Feb-20 HDC Dog bins - October to December 2019 £52.15 
13-Dec-20 Bank Charges Period 29 December to 28 January 2020 £7.50 
28-Feb-20 LGS Grass cutting £164.39 

 
RESOLVED:  Payments be authorised  

 
7. Correspondence  

 • On 5 March 9, 2020 Cox Automotive UK announced the acquisition of 100% of the share 

capital of C Walton Ltd at BPG.    They intend to work with local Parish Councils in the coming 

months and hope to arrange attendance at a future meeting to introduce members of the 

team, to listen to concerns and to respond however possible. 

 

8. Crossroads Action Group  

 • One accident has occurred at the Crossroads during February.    No known details reported. 

• It should be noted that 50mph speed limits are being implemented on surroundings roads, 
latterly on the B5199 Welford Road. 

 
9. Five Year Plan 

 Work had commenced on updating the five-year plan and a draft document was being prepared 
with focus being on the 4 main objectives in the prior plan; Protecting Shearsby; Connecting 
Shearsby; Involving Shearsby; Representing Shearsby.     
If any parishioners have any thoughts or suggestions, they would like the Council to consider 
please email the Clerk (linking Bruntingthorpe / Saddington / Arnesby / Fleckney via footpaths was 
suggested as a long term initiative) 
 

10. GDPR  

 • Website and paperwork are all compliant.    
 

11. Highways and Street Lighting  

 a) Update on Mill Lane 
Following investigation works attended on 10th March 2020, we received the report below 
from LCC on the progress of Mill Lane, Shearsby. 
  
“The Authority have a drainage storm system which resides in the verge of Mill Lane and runs 
from Rose Cottage and continues past Alderley and down to The White House on Main Street. 
This system is experiencing some problems opposite Rainbow Cottage and requires us to 
upgrade the system. Due to the requirements to carry out these works, this particular area is 
currently on our ‘schemes list’ (LCC currently are estimating that w will roughly require 200m 
of a new piped system, a replacement of around 10 road gulleys, a road closure and around 6-
8 weeks of work) which must be packaged and agreed by the Authority. Schemes are actioned 
on a risk based approach, properties which have been or are at high risk of extensive flooding 
are typically prioritised higher than others. The budget for schemes work is managed by a 



 

separate team, however we are entering into discussions to get this moved forward as soon as 
possible. I would like to advise you that this will be the earliest of 2021-2022. Once I hear back 
if this has been successful, I will be in touch to confirm and inform you of the next steps.” 
 

b) To consider pond development on land off Mill Lane by the Leicestershire Round.  
Councillors Gunnell and Sharp has been sent details of an offer of free pond development or 
restoration as it was thought this might help improve the environmental value of the parish 
and mitigate flood risks.    The parishioner, who did not attend the meeting, was thinking two 
ponds off Mill Lane by the Leicestershire Round and felt the Parish Council may be in a good 
position to identify the approach the relevant landowners.     
The details can be found at https://www.naturespot.org.uk/node/182548.  
It was noted that there are already 2 ponds in the vicinity, but the Council will write to the 
landowner on behalf of the parishioner. 
 

c) It was also suggested that we consider the possibility of an additional street light in The 
Square.   Quotes will be obtained for future consideration. 

 
12. Insurance  

 • Clerk asked for a reminder to be given regarding specific instructions from insurers relating to 
the use of fireworks, given forthcoming VE day celebrations.     In addition, any works carried 
out on the green (such as mowing / tree cutting / hedge trimming) have to be carried out by 
an appointed contractor with the prior knowledge and consent of the Council. 

 
13. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 The NDP had been reviewed, planning applications & decisions during 2019 had been referenced 
and placed in the file, with the next review scheduled for January 2021.    
One current planning applications has been objected to on some grounds outlined in the NDP  

 
14. Neighbourhood Watch 

 • Neighbourhood watch remains dormant.    There were 2 incidents to note; number plate theft 
noted on Welford Road; theft of items from a car parked on Welford Road. 

• Clerk had received a document regarding vehicle crime reduction from HDC Community Safety 
Partnership and a series of 9 updates had been placed on the website.      
They had also asked Parishes to consider running a car crime awareness event which we will 
consider for the future should the need arise.   

 
15. Review of Planning Applications and Decisions for consideration 

 Applications – pending consideration 
• Demolition of outbuilding / storage building, erection of florists studio and associated vehicle 

parking, single storey side and rear extension, removal of rear box dormers and erection of 
pitched roof dormers to front and rear elevation 
Meadowcroft, Church Lane, Shearsby, Leicestershire, LE17 6PG 
Council supported application.    2 objections from villagers received. 

Decisions 
• Variation of Condition 1 (transport movement) of 98/00130/FUL to include operational plan 

for transport movements 
Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, Peatling Parva Road, Bruntingthorpe, LE17 5QS 
Ref. No: 19/01388/VAC | Validated: Wed 28 Aug 2019 | Status: Pending Consideration 
Approved at Planning Committee 16 January 2020 

• Work to trees (fell) 
Bank Edge, The Bank Shearsby, Leicestershire, LE17 6PF 
Approved 7 January 2020 

• Work to trees (fell) 
Willow Cottage, Church Lane, Shearsby, Leicestershire, LE17 6PG 
Approved 12 February 2020 
 
 

https://www.naturespot.org.uk/node/182548


 

16. Trees / Mowing 

 • Leicester Gardening Services will be commencing as the mowing contractor with effect from 1 
January 2020 with the first cut in March.    It should be noted that grass cuttings will not be 
collected. 
Mowing schedule in on the Council Website under “What’s on” 

• Daffodils – to consider areas to mow down Back Lane.    It was agreed suggested that we mow 
a strip down the side of Back Lane and areas around the bulbs.    Any bulbs lost as a result will 
be replanted in the autumn in an orderly line up to facilitate mowing. 

 
17. VE Day Celebrations 

 • Harborough District Council are pleased to offer funding of £500 to each Parish and Town 
Council in the Harborough District to help fund events in your village / town.  Grant was 
applied for on 28 February 2020 and received on 12 March 2020. 

• LRALC have provided guidance for Parish & Town Councils organising events such as a 
Community Spring Clean in partnership with Keep Britain Tidy, or VE Day 75 commemorations.  
There is no reason that such events cannot proceed, but event organisers should carry out an 
appropriate risk assessment and check the event insurance cover with the provider to see 
what cancellation cover it includes. If community events go ahead as planned normal 
common-sense NHS advice should be followed to reduce the opportunity for transmission of 
Coronavirus 

  
18. Village Hall & Green 

 • Electrical boxes have been replaced at the top of the green.     Other works will be scheduled 
2nd quarter 2020 once precept received. 

• St Patricks Day Dance has been cancelled due to the concern for public health in a senior age 
group. 
 

19. Miscellaneous Items 

 • Litter Pick 
Litter pick is planned for Sunday 15 March 2020.    Meet at Beesons Barn, Back Lane for 10am.    
Rubbish is scheduled to be collected week commencing 16 March 2020 from same location. 

• Hanger 42 and Shearsby Bath and associated noise nuisance 
Concerns were expressed about the noise nuisance from some of the events being held at 
BPG.   Clerk to contact HDC to determine their plan for noise monitoring at the May events (3 
currently scheduled) 

• Removal of branches on Mill Lane 
Broken tree branches still remain on Mill Lane.    Landowner to be contacted. 
One tree situated by the dog waste bin is leaning – to be investigated. 

• Courier fraud 
Courier fraud occurs when a fraudster contacts victims by phone claiming to be a police officer 
or bank official – caller may sound plausible and may confirm the victims name and address, 
and other basic information that can be obtained easily before claiming money has been 
withdrawn from the victims bank account. 
 

20. Urgent / late items at the Chairman’s Discretion 

 Coronavirus : Schemes of Delegation 
Following advice received it has been suggested that the Council considers a motion at their March 
meeting to provide for delegation to an officer any decision that must be made if the council is 
incapacitated and unable to hold a meeting: 
 
In response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK and in the event that it is not possible to convene a 
meeting of the council in a reasonable time, the Clerk shall have delegated authority to make 
decisions on behalf of the council where such decision cannot reasonably be deferred and must be 
made in order to comply with a commercial or statutory deadline. The delegation does not extend 
to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its Standing Orders or Financial 
Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be recorded in writing and must be 



 

published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This delegated authority ceases upon the 
first meeting of the council after the council meeting at which the delegation was put in place. 
 
RESOLVED : MR and AS agreed the Scheme of Delegation which would remain valid until the date 
of the next meeting. 
 

21. Items for discussion at next meeting 

 Dog bins (relocation) 

22. Date of Next Meeting 

 Thursday 14 May 2020, 7.30pm in the Village Hall following on from the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 


